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SENATOR WALTER H. JONES (THE CHAIRMAN): All right, we

will call this proceeding to order. As I understand it,

Anthony Rotundo is on the stand, he has been sworn, and,

counsel, you may proceed.

'ANTHONY ROTUNDO, having previously been sworn, resumed

the stand, and testified as follows:

SENATOR JONES: Do you have something you want

to say to the Commi t tee, Mro Okin?

HAROLD So OKIN (Counsel to Mr. Rotundo): Mr.

Chairman, on page 7, I think, of the transcript of

Mr. RotundoYs testimony, there is a reference to

and the use of the name nlometti," and I think we

will all agree that the name "Ippolito tt was

intended to be said.

SENATOR JONES: Page 7?

MH .. OKIN: Halfway down the page, as I

remembe r it"

SENATOR JONES: For the record, the witness

and counse 1 w ish to h ave the answe r chan ged to,

the question, rtDid he say that he wanted you to

be ready to make a bid?" The answer is, uHe said

it was changed in favor of Iommettl. fl The

witness wishes to correct the answer to read:

HHe sal d i t w~s changed in favor of Ippo 1ito. H

Is that right, Mr .. Rotundo? You want the record

changed to that extent?

MRo ROTUNDO: Yes" sir.

SENATOR JONES: All right. Proce'ed, counsel.

Well, Iill get you started.



BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Now, when we finished up last, Mr. Rotundo, you

stated that you met with I:'ompeo Iommetti - you said, TfIommetti,"

so 1 assume it was Pompeo, and if it wasnVt or if it was more

than Pompeo, tell me - that you submitted figures to them as

to the amount that you were go'ing to bid the Hoboken job. That

was the last question, roughly .. Is that right? A Yes, sir ..

Q Now, was it Pompeo, or who was it? A Pompeo.

Q All right.. .Was it anybody else? A No, it was

only Pompeo.

Q And you submitted the Hoboken figures to Pompeo

for his review and check, is that right? A No. I spoke--

Q Now, you said that last time.. If you want, I U 11

read back the question. IVm just trying to follow a thread

here, and I donY t want to put you in difficulties but I donit

want you to do anything but tell me the truth either. Wait

until I find it. (Reading) HNow, did you h.ave any conversa-

tions during this period of time with respect to what you

were .going to bid on the job?" Answer: HBid the Hoboken

job?" . Question: URi ght. n . Answer: ttWell , it was checked

and overchecked so many times o " Question: "It was overchecked

with the lommetti v s?'t Answer: UNo. 1 gave him a figure

myself that if -- that was the first tim-e they bid the job.. '·'

Question: "Well, after the fIrst time, you discussed the fig-

ures with the Iommetti~ s, didn~ t you?" Answer: UNo,,"

Question: "NOW, Mr. Rotunda, you know that the 10mmetti V s

were going to pledge their entire credit on this job-- It

Answer: ltYes. H Question: nand sl gn the bond for you __ H

Answer: "Yes." Question: It __ and give you trucks. Now,
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Q Now, you told Pompeo Iommetti what you were going

you submi t ted some figures to them, di dn U t yOU?"

t1Yeah~ 1 told them what I am going to bid."

1
I
f

I
isn't it? A That's right.

Answe r~

That is right,

to bid the Hoboken job for. Now, go ahead. A I told

him that I would bid under Ippolito's first bid.

Q And you told him the amount? A I .didnUt tell him

the exact "amount.

Q Well, what did you tell him? A I told him 1

would go under.

Q Well, what was lppol ito 9 s f1 rst bid?" A $154,000.

Q And you told him that you would go under $154,000?

A Yes.

Q How much under did you go as a matter of actual bid?

A $1,000.

Q You went to $153,0007 A Ri gh to

Q You didn't tell Iommetti that you would go to

$153,0007 A I didn't tell him at the time o

Q Not at that time. When did you tell him you were

going to go to $153,000? A The morning before the bid.

Q The morning before the bid you told him you were

going to put in a bid for $153,000. Right? A Ri gh t.

went to Pompeo Iommeti and you said to him, "lim bidding--"

Q The bid was on March 18th. So on March 17th you

Q And the bid was on wha t da tel A March 18th.

A I'm sorry. I t was the morning of the bi d.

Q So on March 18th you went to Pompeo Iommett1 and

you said, "Tonight I am."bidding and I am bidding $153,000."

Ri ght 7 A That was in the morning.
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I
I

Q Right. In the morning.

evening I'm going to do this. u

mo rning.

And you said, "This

A No, they bid that

Q Oh,they bid that morning. So just before

the bid you told him you were going to bid $153,000.

All right. Now just let me finish upo Have you had an

opportunity to confer with yotir counsel since your last meeting.
he re? : A Yes.

Q With Mr. akin. Now, you recall that we had some
discussion about whether you were employed by Iommetti.
A That' sri gh t .

Q And just so that again we don't make any diffi­
culties for you except those that you may want to make for
yourself, I will review this record with you. Now, I said
to you: "What did you say they employed you as- to run the
job? H Answe r: ftThat IS ri gh t. " Que s t ion: HWe 11, you doni t
mean they employed you to run the job, do you?tf Answer:
"They just said, 'You take care of Hoboken and we wi 11 give
you so much.' n Now you don t t me an, do you, tha t you wer e an
employee of Iommettl Sanitation Corporation at this t1me?
A An employee?

You were not an employee.

Q

Q

Yes. A No, I was--

A No, I was not
an emp 1oyee .

Q All right. That's all we are going to say for
that.

SENATOR JONES:

4

Now you proceed, counsel.



BY IvIFL GROSS :

~ Now, Mr. Rotundo, when did you pick up the speci­

f icati ons fo r the Ho boken job on the second bidding?

A The second bidding? The morning of the bid.

-Q You picked them up on March 18th ~nd that was the

first time that you filled out the qualifying statement to

be submitted with the bid, is that right? A I picked

up a set of specifications.' I donl't recall what day it was,

the fir s t time 0

Q We are talking about the rebidding. You picked up

the specifications on the morhing of the bidding, isnft that

s07 On March 18th. ANa, that was when-- Will you

repeat the question.

Q Mro Rotundo, you picked up the specifications for

the rebidding in Hoboken the very morning of the 18th, isn t t

tha t so?

SENATOR JONES~ I think the record should

indicate the presence of Senator Kelly.

Proceed, counsel o

MR. GROSS: There is a question pending.

SENATOR JONES: What is the ques t ion?

MR. GROSS: The ques ti on is as to when

the specifications were picked up by Rotundo.

A I picked them upo I don't recall what day it was - a

week or so before the rebid.

Q Now, Mro Rotundo, are you sure of that statement

now? This is for the rebidding on March 18th. A The

reb i dding, r i gh t 0

Q All right. What did you pick up the morning of
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the 18th? A I found I had their financial statement

/



Q You filled out the statement and you filled out

your bid right then when Iommetti was there, Isn't that right?

A Yes, and--

SENATOR JONES: Answer yes or no, is that

ri gh t. Yes, and then what?

Q You filled out the financial statement and the bid

ri ght then in your garage when Iorrnnetti was there,. didn't you?·

A That's right.

SENATOR JONES:

the answer?

That's right? Is that

A Yes.

Q. SO he knew very well what your bid was, lsn't that

so?

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Well, now, forgetting for a moment how you bid

the current Hoboken job, let~s go back to the 3-year contract

that Iornmetti had in Hoboken that you discharged in full for

them. Now, Mr. Rotundo, another thing: Your counsel said to

me that he would like me to make sure.that you understand

what I· am talking about, and if you don't understand .what I'ro

talking ab-out or anybody else in this room, you say, HI' d

like to know exactly the question, what i t is~ and 1 want

to understand it before I answer It. H Is that understood?

A Thank you.

7



Q Now, in that 3-year contract, you did every bit of
the work under that ~ontract for how much money a month?
A I got $9,675 a month.

Q $9 , 67 5. A Ye s ..

Q And you arrived at that amount with Pompeo Iommetti
as the amount that you were to be given for taking over the
entire job. Right? A That's right.

Q O.. K.. Now Just 1 is ten to me care fu lly: So when
you agreed upon this amount to take over that job, you were
also figuring out for yourself that you would make a profit
and you would a1'so draw a salary and the like, isn t t that
right? A Yes ..

Q So that you were able to do the Hoboken job then
for 3 years under the Iommetti contract for $9,675 a month,
make a salary for yourse If and a prof i t on the job? A Yes,
but they--

Q All right. Now go ahead; you want to qualify
your answer? A They paid for a dump, they paid for
the insurance on the trucks, they paid for the license plates.

Q Now, for a dump and insurance on the trucks?
A Yes. And they paid for the bond - that's on the old
one.. On the new one, we got a wage increase of $26.00 a
man, my new contract.

Q I'm out of your new contract. Wet re talking
about the old one, the old 3-year job that you did. Now,
the dump - you got a dump, insurance on trUCks, and a bond.
Right? A That's right.

Q The dump was Orio's dump, wasn't it? A Yes,
we dumped in Orio's dump.

8
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Q For the whole 3 years; isn' t that right? A We

dumped for a little time down at Russo t s dump. It might be

a month, I'm not--

Q Only for a very minor period, a month at most;

right? A Yes.

Q We 11 , now, 1snf tit true that when 1amme t t i dumped

at Oriofs, he didn't spend any money, that they didn't make

any charge? A 1 don't know that.

Q You don't know that. A All 1 wa~ told was

to dump down ,at Orio's and there 1 dumped.

Q And there you dumped. And you donft know whether

or not Iommettis paid to dump there or not? A No ..

Q You don't. Well, then, when you say that they

took care of the dumping, they told you to dump there, you

didn't pay to dump there, but you don t t know whether they

paid to have yO? dump there either, do you? A No.

Q O.K. Now, the insurance on the trucks - how

many trucks? A Eight.

Q Eigh t trucks. And was thi s a gene ral casu al ty

insurance? Talk to your counsel if you doni t know what

"casualty" means. A Yes.

Q The answer is yes. A Yes.

Q And that was on 8 trucks. What does casualty

insurance come to on a trUCk, how much? A Ithink

abou t $700 a ye ar.

Q $700 a year for each truck? A Well, I got

a little rack truck, maybe it's a little less, a smaller

truck - $200 a year.

Q $200 a year. Well now, which is it, $200 or $700?

The big trucks, garbage trucks--'

9



Q Well, how many did you have of them? A Seven

Rota-packs ..

Q You had 7 of the big ones, and how many did you

have of the smaller ones? A I have one rack truck and

a little pick-up truck.

Q So you had 7 at $70'0 and 2 at $200, ri ght?

A Tha t's ri ght.

Q That's what the cost would be, right? A Close

to i t.

Q And how much is the bond? The bond is for the

mole 3-year peri ad, isn r tit 7 A Yes.

Q And he had already paid the bond when he took

over the bid, hadn't he? A Well, I don't go into his

business.

Q O.Ko How much is the bond? A I am paying

$3,000.

Q You are paying $3,000 now, so that roughly you

could say that his bond would be probably in a similar

amount, right? A Well, he is getting more money, so

maybe his bond is a "little higher.

Q It came a little higher because he got more

money. Now, the total charges - that is 7 times $700 and

2 times $200, roughly $3,000, and dumping that you don't

know the amount of. A I didn't pay for the garage.

Q Well, you told us that, or he told us that

before. You garaged the trucks down in his place there,

right? A All I paid for was fuel oil, and the license

plates and the trucks he paid for.

o OoKo So that's it. So between those amounts

10



and $9,675 - and what did he get the contract for for a

month? A 1 don't know.

Q Don't you remember what the contract price was?

A 1 think it was $183,000 a year, but I don't know how

much a month. I never looked intd his contract.

Q Well, was it $183,000 a year? Divided by 12,

how much is tha t a month? Don v t ask a Sena tor to do tha t.

It's over $15,000 a month, isn't it? A That's right.

Q So he was getting $15,000 a month and you were·

getting $9,675, right? A
...-_.--

That's the way it is.

Q All right. No further questions on that score •

. You neve r told any of the a f fi cia 1s, or did Yau tell any of

the officials in Hoboken that you were running this job?

A No, they knew me as by a foreman~

Q In other words, so far as the officials of Hoboken

were concerned, they were completely in the dark as to what

this arrangement was between you and Iommetti, and the

reason for that was, you had a contract which didn't permit

them to assign or to sublet the contract, Isn't that right?

A I never looked into his own contract.

Q You never looked into it. All right. That's all.

BY MR .. GROSS:

Q Mr .. Rotundo, on this March 18th bidding in

Hoboken, there ar~ 3 calls for the bids, aren't there?

A I don t t remembe r.

Q We 11, i 5-n y t that the usual practice? A I

never hi d that many jobs to look into that.

Q We 11 , in Hoboken on March 18th, which was only

about one month ago, i sn' t i t true that the bids are called

11



3 times? Remember that? A I t was more than once, but I

don't remember whether it was 2 or 3 times. I don't know.

Q Well, it was more than once, 2 or 3 times. Now, on

the first call, di d you pl"ace your bid? You weren't the first

one to walk up wi th a bid, were you? A I don't tJ;1ink I

was the first.

Q Well, lommetti walked up first, didn t the?

A I couldn1 t tell you. I couldn't answer that.

Q You c OU I dn' tanswe r t hat 0 ne . A I don' t

remember.

Q But you didn't walk up first? A As far as I can

recall, lommettl was first, and I think I was second •

. Q ·.lommetti was first, Isn't that right? A I

th ink he was fir st.

Q Now, do you know ho~ much he bid? A I don't

know his bid.

SENATOR JONES: Well, you know now?

MR. ROTUNDO: Now, yes.
~ .

Q All right. Now after the first call, when lommetti

walked up, you were instructed, were you not, to wait to

see if the Ippolitos were going to put up a bid before you

placed your bid? A No.

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Pompeo didn t t tell you that, Rotundo? A No,

Pompeo didn't tell me.

o He didn't tell you to hold back until you found

out what Ippolito was going to do? A No .

. Q Well, you knew if Pompeo took the bid, you had

an arrangemen t wi th h 1m to do the same thing as you di d

for th e pas t 3 year s an d sub1e t th e job a ga in? A That' s

1 'Cl



- -
what they told me but you never know what they're liable

to do next.

Q All right. I know that you never know what they're
going to do next. Don't worry. You don't have to tell me
that. But what I want you to tell me is just what you've
said, that when Pompeo went in there to bid on the Hoboken
job, you knew that if he was the successful bidder you would
get the jQb to run the way you had before? Didn l t you know
tha t? A I didn t t know if Pompeo was going to submit a
bid.

Q Didn't he tell you he was going to give you the

job if he was the successful bidder?

I didn't know he was going to bid.

A The second time

Q Did he tell you the first time? A The first
time, yes.

Q So when he bid the first time, you knew very well
that if he was successful you were going to run the job
because he said so. Now, you didn l t sign a contract but
that's what he told you; isntt that right? But you say
that the second time he didn't repeat that? A No, not about
me running the job. He let me go to all the trouble to get
all the indernni ty and the bond.

Q We know about that. O.K. What else?

BY MR .. GROSS:

Q Mr. Rotundo, just on that point one minute.

11

You had been told specifically in certain language to wait

Q ' But you didn l t know until after the award and
after the bids had been taken by the city whether you were

A Not
that I can recall. Nobody told me.

at least until the second call, isn't that right?



going to get a subcontract or whether you were going to do

the job in your own name, did you? A That's not true.

Q Well, you knew you had to be. ready to place a

bid, didn't you? A Mr. Gross., I didn't know Pete was

going to throw in their bid.

Q Why didn't you put a bid in on the first call?

A On the first call?

Q Yes. A It's one of those things - I don't know.

Q The bids were called quite clearly the first time,

weren't they? A I guess maybe they were.

Q 15n't it true that Ippol i tot s representati ve put

a bid in before you did? A That, I don't remember.

Q We 11, think about it, Mr. Rotundo. Isn't it true

that Ippolito put the bid in before you did, that you waited

until after he put a bid in? A To my best recollection,

Ippolito wasn't even there.

Q Ippolito's representative from the bonding company

put the bid in before you did, isn't that right? On the

second call? A My best recollection is he was last.

Q Are you going to say that under oath, Mr. Rotundo,

tha t he was 1 as t? A I'm no t ce r t ai n 0 fit. I d i dn ~ t say

1 was sure. I'm not certain.

Q Well, don't you remember quite clearly that he

waited until after IppolitoUs representative? A Well,

1 was anxious to get my bid in. I got it in my name; 1 got

everything I wanted there.

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q When you made your bid for Hoboken on the contract

that you have just received, once again you put in a bid

that cpvered you for profit and also covered you for salary,

14



right? A Yes, if I figured right, it should beD

Q OoKo Your figuring and your bid is based upon

the profit motive for yourself and also a sal~ry for yourself,

isn't that right? That ll s why you bid, isn V tit? A Yes.

Q And that's right, isn't it? A Right.

Q OoR o Thatls all.

SENATOR JONES: Now, we have the records.

MR o OKIN: You have only a portion of them.

SENATOR JONES: We wan t the ra st.

MR. OKIN: We have the ledger here o

SENATOR JONES: All r i gh to They have been

reviewed and we~11 want the ledger and we will want

to come to some arrangement with you for their return.·

Will you do that?

MR o OKIN: Yes. If you can tell us how long

you want to keep them.

SENATOR JONES: Well, you can call me, Harold.

and if therevs any necessity for you to get--

MR o OKIN: This witness is excused?

SENATOR JONES: He Is excused for the time

being. All witnesses are under pr~sent process.

No witnesses who have appeared here are excused.

Now, for the record, counsel wishe~on a pre­

liminary basis and to establish a foundatio~ to read

portions of the testimony at previous hearings and

so that it will be an orderly proceeding as far as

the record is concerned, counsel will read into

the record portions of the old recordo And after

that, we will proceedo Go ahead, counselo

15



BY MR. GROSS:

This is testimony of January 27, 1959, of Crescent

Roselle. Now, question by Mr. Gross. (Reading)

"Question: Did you ever tell him (Frank Miele, Jr.)

that he should never dum}) in any area in Kearny? Answe r:

I mi gh t have because he mi gh t have owed money to different

fe 11 ows. I mi gh t have sa! d tha t in the course of a con-

versat ion, ye s.

ftQuestion: Did you ever tell him to never dump again

in Kearny at any time? Answer: No, I donUt think so. If

he wanted to pay, he could come right into my dump, as far as

that goes"

"Question: Well, letus eliminate the 'think so' on

this point" I'm asking you a specific question. Did you

ever tell him that he could never dump in Kearny again?

16

going to bid it. He was at the bid and so was I.

Miele, Jr., the bids up in North Caldwell at any time?

We 11, we tal ke d

Answer: Yes.

Answe r:

flQuestion: He was at the bid.

contractors.

Answer: Yes, I think Frank Miele was friendly to the other

"Question: Did you ever discuss with the same Frank

about most bidding and I mentioned the fact that there was

a bid in North Caldwe 11 and he ment loned to me that he was

What were the circumstances?

t1Question: Was that bid one in which there were

friends bidding against one anothe~? Do you know?
i

Answer: 1 didn't think I had the right to tell him.

Answer: Yes, I think I did at one time or another.

"Question: Now, what did that discussion consist of?



HQue s tion: Who were the other c~ntractors?

Answer: Offhand I donrt rememberc I think there was a Pinto

and possibly - 1 donUt know - Angelo Miele, I thinkc

HQuestion: Did you ever discuss with Frank Miele y Jr.

a possible bid by PInto? Answer: Yes~ I mentioned tha.t

there was bids by Pinto and Miele and he~

'1Que S t ion: You mentioned that to him? And what

exactly did you say about Pinto? Answe r ~ I men t ioned tha t

Pinto was the private scavenger there and it would be nice if

he go tit a Th at us all.

trQuestion~ It would be nice if Pinto got it?

Answer: ThatUs righto

HQuestion~ That was all that you said about Pinto in

connection with that North Caldwell job? Answer: Thetis righto

HQues tion: About the same time did you ever discuss

related problems with Frank Miele, Jr.,? And by related

problems I mean other bids or other stops which he might

have had? Answer~ 1. don u t thin.k it was at that pa.rticular

timeD Previous to that Frank Miele was operating some stops

in the Ci ty of East Orange and we had some stops in the Ci ty

of Newark, and, if I remember correctly, we made a gentle­

manWsagreement, as far as a swap was concernede He took

our stops in Newark and we took his stops in East Orangec

flQuestlon~ Is this swapping something wrdch happens

frequently in the garbage industry? Answer: Yes, it happens

sometimes o In other words, it may be to my advantage to

pick up a stop that is near my garage and I might have a

stop thatp.s nearer to somebody else 9 s garag60 1 think at

that time we even spoke about maybe buying them out =

Frank Miele, I mean.



"Question: Well, about this time, October of 1956)1 did
you mention or discuss with Frank Miele, Jro 9 the loss which
he sustained of a stop for $250? Did you discuss that with
him? Ans we- r ~ Th at he sus t a i ned?

"Question: Yes. Answer: I don R t remember.
Believe me. I mean, if you would refresh my memory, if you
could tell me the name of the stop--

"'Question: Well~ was there a Capella stop?
Answer: Where?

"Question: Capella,\! Coppola, or something like that?
Answer~ I'm sorry, we had nothing to do with any step like
that. I mean, it isn't fresh In my mind at alIa

"Question: I'm not a.sking whether you had anything
to do with it, 1 1 m asking whether Frank Miele, Jra had any-
thing to do with it. Answer: Well, I don V t know.
You'd have to ask him.

lfQuestion~ You don U t know anything about it?
Answer: Coppola? did you say?

"Oue s t ion: Do you know anythi n g abou t a stop wh ich
Frank Miele, Jr. lost for $2501 Do you know anything about
that? Answer: Where is the stop?

tlQuestion: I dongt know where it iS j Mr. RoselleQ
I am only asking the questions. Answer: Well thens 1
donUt know anything about ito

uQuestion: You know nothi.ng about any=- Answer:
Nothing whatsoeverQ

Wffio GROSS~ January 28 j 1959~ Testimony
of the same Crescent Roselle.
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"Question: Yesterday, at about this same time, I

asked you if you,had ever said that you could work out a

lost stop for a contractbr through a dumping setup and you

said IfNo lf to that. Is that 1"1 ght? Answer: You~ d have

to be more spec iflc, so 1 y 11 again have to answer no.

lfQuestion: All right" Let me ask you. this specifi-

c a 11y a bou t Frank Mi e 1e , Jr.: Did he e ve r ask you th i s

question - did he ever say in substance, ~' If I lose a stop

legitimately to someone who is dumping in North Jersey dumps 9

can it be worked out through you?U Did he ever say that to

you? Answe r: I dpn~ t remem bel".

uQuestion: Well, did you ever say that it could be

worked out? Could yoti have ever said that you could work

it out? Answer: No"

ftQuestion: I~11 ask you another specific question"

Did he ever ask you what the organization is going to do for

him about the $250 stop that he lost? Did he ever ask that?

Answer: Not that I know of, no o

If Question: Did you ever answer in response to any

question of that nature, RYau would have to see Freddy on thato

ItVs under his setupo'? Answer~ I don U t remember.

ltQuestion~ Did he ever say to you, in connection with

the No rt h Cad 1we 11 job, t hat he had in form at ion to th e exte n t

that this Ace Pinto was going to bid that job? Answer; He

might have. I donUt remember.

l!QtJ.estion: Well, in response to such a question 9

did you ever say to him, VWell~ IUm sure that we can cope

with that. t? Answer: In making that statement yesterdaY9

1 wish to state that at the time I was thinking of an

entirely different Pinto, This is the first time that you



mentioned fAce' Pinto. There happened to be a Louis Pinto

involved also. And the answer is still, no.

!fQues tf on ~ The answe r is now, no?

still, no.

.Ans we r : I t w s

MR o GROSS: Thatis all, Senator.

SENATOR JONES: All r i gh t" P race ed, counse 1 .,

MRo GROSS: Under the previous authorization

given to the Committee and discretion given to the

Committee by Frank Miele, Jr." we will call for one of

the tape recorderso

SENATOR JONES: Just before this tape is played,

I understand that Frank Miele, Jr. is also in the

chamber here. Let the record so note, as is Frank

Mie Ie, Sr. Let the record so note.

(Following is transcript of tape recording of telephone

conversation between Crescent Roselle and Frank Miele, Jr.)

Operator:

Mr 0" Mle 1e:

Operator~

Voice:

MRo MIELE:

VOICE:

MR o MI ELE:

MR o ROSELL E::

MR o MIELE:

MHo ROSELLE:

MR o MIELE:

MR o ROSELLE~

MIELE:

What number are you calling, please?

O~(in-g~:"?-1874-·

The nurn be r i s 0 0 "K 0 Wi 11 you try the ca1 1 a ga in j

pIe ase.

Helloo Peter Roselle & Sons.

Is Cush in, please?

Whovs calling, please?

Frank Miele.

He 1100

Hello, Cush.

Yes o

Frankieo How are you?

OoK o

Atta boy. Did you return my call this morning?

?n



MRo ROSELLE~

MRo MIELE:

MR ROSELLE:

I\flR c Ml ELE:

MR. ROSELLE:

MRo MIELE:

MR 0 ROSELL E:

MR" MI ELE:

MR. ROSELLE:

MR o MIELE:

MR. ROSELLE~

MRo MIELE:

MR o ROSELLE:

MR o MIELE:

MR o ROSELLE:

lVIR 0 Ml EL E:

Yes ~ I 1"e turned it. 1 though tit wa.s your dad.

We 11, no, i t wasn v t. I t was me. You to 1 d me

tog i ve you a calli n cas e 1 he a r d any t hi n 9 .

Yeah.

First j I want to get myself straightened out

wi th you.

You~ d bet ter do some thing, Frank, because I am

very disappointed in you.

Well, I don~t want you to be.

What the hell is your truck doing dumping back

the re?

I told you there was only an extra load.

We 11 9 there ain Y t no extra loads. That was

regular garbage. 1 was back there when Steamboat

was in t he 1" e . Wh a tare you try in 9 to do, pu 11

my leg?

Well, thatYs a factory load.

1 doni t give a goddam what you do. That's Just

about the way 1 feel about it. What the hell v s

the matter with you. Who do you think you i 1"e

fooling 9 buddy? Are you a man or a mouse?

What the hell v s the matter with you.

Well--

Well, Frank, I donit know whatSs the matter with

you. Who do you think youtre trying to fool.

Whatvs wrong with you, boy?

Did you get it all out of your system now?

Yes, I did, and thatis just about it.

All right. Now let me put myself straight

with you.



MR o ROSELLE:

MRo MIELE:

MR o ROSELLE~

MRo MIELE~

MRo ROSELLE~

MR 0 MIELE~

MR. ROSELLE~

MR. MIELE~

MR. ROSELLE:

MRo MIELE~

MRo ROSELLE:

MR. MIELE~

All right.

There wonDt be no more loads going in there of

mine. That u s a guarantee.

You put one in there yesterday.

Well, what was I doing? I was dumping garbage

in the re ye ste rday. I tV sa factory load; it Us

an extra==

It wasnUt no factory load because I stood right

there with Steamboat when he dumped it.

It was an open truck and the truck number was

Number 11.

There was two of them that went' in the,re.

One 1'" i gh t a fte r the 0 the r.

Th a t v sri gh t.

Yeah, and one was Number 11 and one was Number 14.

I donut care what truck it was. It had no

business back there.

All right, they wonDt go back there no more.

I can assure you that. That, I can guarantee

you. Number 2 is thl s 6 Why the he 11 do 1 have

to ge the 11 f 0 t' eve r y time 1 turn a 1'" 0 un d an d

breathes when you go over there and offer them

guys help to pull their bulldozer out. And

Number 2? lommettigoes over there and gives

them a water pump to pump water for their

stinking fire. And Number 3, right after you

called me Saturday night, whenever the hell

time it was, about a half hour afterward, these

guys call me up and ask me to come down there

and operate their stinking bulldozer because

22



the y R i n ~ t got nob 0 dY to op era t e it, an d Ire f use,:

and yet, to top it off, the ones that are supposed

to be one hundred per cent with the organization,

lommetti and Roselle, volunteer help to them. Now

can you answer that for me?

MR o ROSELLE: Yes, I can.

MRo MIELE~ All right, go aheado

MR o ROSELLE: I was down there.

MR o MIELE~ Go ahead.

MRo ROSELLE: The bulldozer was in the middle of the fire.
MRo MIELE: Correct.

MHo ROSELLE~ And 1 specifically told them that if my house
was on fIre, I wou 1 d expect them to come and he lp me"
And if my people were in the house-- In that particular
case, their bulldozer was in the fire. I told them I

would pull their bulldozer Gut and thatBs all"

MRo MIELE~ Well-

MR 0 ROSELLE~ And you ask them if 1 di dn Bt te 11 them that"
MRo MIELE: Well-

MRo ROSELLE~ I said the same as if I seen one of my trucks

burning and one of their fellahs had a fire extin-

guishe r, I d i dn n t expee t him to stand by andIe t my

truck burn.

MR 0 MI EL E: We 11, I ce r t a in 1y WQU 1dn ~ t - -

MR o ROSELLE: ThatBs about the general crux of it. Regard-

1e S S 0 f wh 0 i tis, an y bodY t hat ~ sin t r 0 ubi e tothat

extent where personal injury Is going to be damaged,

l' 11 c e rt a in 1y do wh atIcan do for him. Th a t ~ s got

nothing to do with a complete fight. In other words,

when I Um f i gh t1 ng, they can U t ge t any pumps from me and



Regardless of how I felt personally.ROSELLE:

MIELE: Well, at any rate, getting back to this othersitua=

tion = you were over there yesterday speaking to my father
about that job up there in North Caldwel1 y and thatVs all

been clarified and we appreciate the clarification on that;

1 want you to understand that. But now)) gett ing back to

that bidding proposition, 1 got information to the extent

the t th is guy j Ace Pinto, is going to bid the t job. Now,
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stuff like that. But if theyR re in such a jam that

one of their pieces of equipment is going to burn up

and I see fit to do something to save the equipment ­

nothing else - 1 figure live got a perfect right to do

t h.a t.,

MRo MIELE~ Well-

MR o ROSELLE~ Do you agree~ or donVt you?

MR o MIELE: That's not my argu~ent anyway. 1 was just - I
only asked for an explanation 9 and I got an explanationo

The water pump that Iomrnetti gave them, I V l1 forget about
that., The thing or the point thaLllm tryIng to drive at

is the t I look at them guys and I W m in trouble. Other

Pe op 1e 0 f fer an d v,? 1un tee r he 1p wit h them, an d i t w saIl
right with them. ThetIs the point I can l t understand.,

I me an , th a t Ii S - -

MHo ROSELLE: Well y 1 don't know nothing about Iommetti giving
them a pump. 1 ~ 11 be frank, that's new to me o

MIELE: We11 9 Iommetti gave them a water pump.

ROSELLE~ Wel1 9 1 vd be ash amed., IUd neve r 1eave s orne body\) s

equipment in there to burn.,

MIELE~ No-



I donVt know whether ltUs true, false~ or indifferent,

but my resources are very, very reliable, and that' s

the story. Now you can take it on from there, Cush,

MRo ROSELLE: Well, 1 9 m sure we can cope wi th that.

MR. MIELE: Well, so long as you can cope with it in a

proper manner, that's all that~s a necessity.

MHo ROSELL E: Ye ah 0

MR. MIELE: Now, getting back to this other situation about

the dumping of the loads, I can assure and I'm guarantee­

ing you now - and you can have your survey man or-any­

body else verify it - that you Y 11 see nn more of my

loads going in there.

MR. ROSELLE: ThatUs the way I 111-<:.e to hear it.

MR Q MIELE: Number 2: If you intend, if the organization

intends for me to be on their side, which I want to be

and I'm trying to prove that I want to be on their side,

what is the or ganization going to do for me about the

$250 stop that I lost?

MR o ROSELLE: Which one?

MR. MIELE: That one with Capolla, the one that I mentioned

to you several weeks ago.

MR. ROSELLE: Well, if yOll remember correctly, we told you

we could do nothing about ito

MR o MIELE: Vh, huh--

MR o ROSELLE: Youvd have to see Freddie on that~ wouldn§ t you?

IV'iR 0 MI ELE: We 11 9 I' d - -

MRo ROSELLE: It 7 sunde r h is setup. Now wha tel se can I te 11

you?

MR o MIELE: How can I see him when lim not a member of the

25



MRe ROSELLE:

MR e MIELE:

MRo ROSELLE:

MR .. MIELE:

MR .. ROSELLE:

organization?

Vlhich?

1 1 m not a member of the private's organization.

Aren ut you?

No.

Well I - I mean, there1s nothing I can do for

you, because he knows nowhere where I know of, you know.

Where is he dumping?

MR .. MIELE: We 11, I though t I went through tha t expl anat ion

wi th you.

Bye-bye.MR .. MIELE:

No, not at this time. I mean, Iill be frank

So long.

Let me ask you a question then, and I want a

that he's dumping in the Lyndhurst dump.

Which one? In the private dump though.

Well, itVs - I guess so, yeah.

It's not Violafs?

No, not Violaus.

Then what can I do?

Nothing you can do.

s t r a i gh t an swe r . I f I lose a s top, 1e 9 i t i ill ate 1y , t 0

anybody thatis dumping in North JerseyV s dump, can you­

i fit Usinve s t i gate d an d 1 - i t ij .s fo un d 0 u t ~

1 coul d be worked ou t ..

You can work it out?

Yeah ..

Well, thattis all I want to know. All right,

That's it then.

All rl gh t .

Ri gh t-o.

MR. MI ELE:

MR. ROSELLE:

MR. MIELE:

MR. ROSELLE:

MR o MIELE:

MR o ROSELLE:

MR. ROSELLE:

MR .. MIELE:

IVIR .. ROSELLE:

MR. MIELE:

~J1R .. ROSELLE:

MR .. MIELE:

Cush ..

MR o ROSELLE:

MRo MIELE:

MRo ROSELLE:



to the Secretary, who 1 am now directing in turn to

SENATOR JONES: Will you turn that record over

turn the recording over to the State Police for safe-

keeping until further direction from the Committee.

Now, Mro Miele, will you move over and take the

stand? You have already been sworn .. Youure under oath.

Go ahe ad, counse 1"

FRANK MIELE, JRo, haVing been preViously sworn,

resumed the stand and testified as follows:

BY MR. GROSS:

Q Is that a true and accurate record of the con-

of the tape where such conversation took placeo

Q Mr. Miele, I show you a record of a series of

ThatA

Yes, most assuredly.

One hundred pe~ cent ..

A

Didnvt he say October 26th?

A

SENATOR JONES:

Just as you heard it played here?
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Q

is absolutely correct"

-
Q When was this conversation between Cush Roselle

versation as it took place?

BY SENATOR JONES:

sented on the tape from-- I donUt know how the tapes are

and yourself, when did it take place?

phone calls and ask you whether that will help you remember

when this recording was made.

measured. I think they are measured in inches - 389 to 479,

A This particular conversation took place at 10:35,

October 30,1956. 1 called Cush Roselle, and it~s repre-

ltvs a concise record of October 26, 1956, Tape No~ 2; it

repre~ents the time that calls were either made by me or

calls came into my office, and it also represents the section



MRo GROSS: Thatgs all.

SENATOR JONES: Call your next witness, counsel.,

MR., GROSS: Mro Cassini.

MR. MERRITT LANE 9 JR o (Counsel for Joseph C.

Cassin!, - Jro)~' SenatoT Jones, before the witness is

sworn, I would like to make an application to the Com­

mittee~ As Y9u undoubtedly know, Mr. Cassini, together

with I think five other defendants,has been indicted in

Essex County in connection with a Job in Belleville. I

think the t any examinln 9 of Mr. Cass in! at th is time,

whi Ie hei s stilI under indictment, can only resul t in

prejudice to him in his defense of the indictment.

Mr. Cassin! is only too happy to cooperate with

this Committee wholeheartedly and to give them any inform­

ation that they desire, but he requests that his testimony

be taken either in a private hearing or that his testimony

be deferred unt! 1 after the indictment has been disposed

of.

SENATOR JONES: Wel1~ Mr. Lane, this Committee

is crippled enough for the wan t of funds and the want of

help, and we have been traveling at a snail i s pace in a

most important area so far as the publ ie interest is con­

cerned and so far as the Legislature of New Jersey is

concerned. And, of course, I think you can agree with me

we are under no obligation to defer calling him as a

witness at this time, and I think also that you have by

the very nature of your motion suggested that something

can happen here that will impair ill s defense. The fact

of the matter is that you don~t know what the questions

are going to be, and it seems to me that tre least you can

28



This is a legislative proceeding, we are interested

in the past been asked and that may be pu t to the wi tness

that wha t-I imply) however,

Do you want to say somethin~ more

Let me just say~-

'Ye soLa t me say. th is j Senat 0 I' j 0 ne s :

Be 11 ev i 11 e

MR .. LPNE~

SENATOR JONES~

are not impaired at that time.

in determing facts, and 1 am afraid that we will have to

SENATOR JONES~ And I think that anything that is done

basis of taking care of all of your client 2 s interests, as

proceed ~s such, Mfo Lane.

to make sure that the Judge. sees to it that your rights
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be drawn should the indictment ever be tried~ and the mere

by my motion that there can be brought out anything in con-

in the papers read in Essex County, from which t~ jurors will

and we have had an opportuni ty to observe the manner in which

to the po int 7

or whatever court will try this matter involving Mr. Cassinl

here that could be considered as prejudicing his defense,

the questioning has been carried ono I doni t mean to imply

wh i 1e I don~ t concede tha t the. t r s the fae t, 1 thInk that

you will have ample opportunity before the county courts

the examination gOj and at that time you can arrive at some

nection with the

1 feel would prejudice his defense.

do at thi s time is· to wai t and see how the questions and. how

ever has gone on in this chamber has received wide publicity

This is the fourth day that Mro Cess ini and 1 have been here,

I know you will and as I know you should.

fact of the questioning and the type of questions that have



BY SENATOR JONES:

Q What is your name 5J 5i r1 A Joseph C~ Cassin!,

Jr"

Q Where do you li\te7 A Oak Bend Road j West

Orange ~

AQ

Q

Q

Howald are you?

Wh a tIs you r bu 5 i ne s s ?

What kind of a contractor?

39 ye ars o.ld"

A Contractor'"

A Gar bage,

wrecking~

Q How long have you been in the garbage business?

A Approximately 13 years.

Q Are you employed by a garbage concern
il

are you a

stockholder, Of' how do you trade?

Corporation.

A James Petrozello

But thatUs a corporation of the State of New Jersey.

Q

Q

James Petrozel10 Corporation,. A Company"
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Q And are you a stockholder? A Yes? sir.

Q Who else are stockholders in this corporation?

A J arne S Pe t r 0 Z ell 0 an d Ann Cas sin i v

Well ~ I think

A Yes, sir.

A My father-in-

A

My wi fe"A

A

Is Ann Cassin! related to you?

And who is James Petrozello?

She is what?

Q

Q

Q

I s th a t rig h t ?

1aw"

Q How old is James Petrozello?

hews 74 years old, or 75 c

Q And he Usn0 t act i ve 1. yen gage. d any Ion ge r in the



James Petrozello is a stockholder in the corporation. Is

Q All that you know is that only the three of you

Q What duties are assigned by the corporation to

There

Wi 11

James

1 doni t

A

A

A

No .-

A

I don't know

I don't know.

A

1 doni t know.

A

Well, I know more

A

A

A

I am the Secretary.

Assistant Secretary.A

A

Well, 1 don't know what you
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A

Yes, sir,A

How much stock do you own?

Who is Pres i dent 0 f t hec 0 r po r at ion?

How much stock is issued?

How much stock does he own?

How much stock does your wife own?

Vfuat is your wife?

And what are you?Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

the President and what duties- does he discharge?

Q All you know about the corporation is that only

Q Well, are there any other stockholders besides

Q Well, let's put it this way. 1 rm just trying to

~ t along qu ickly. 1 f you want to go aLong s lowly and be

that right?

the three people that you have mentioned?

right now.

about the corporation, but as to the exact number of shares

precise, which is your right, we t ll do that with you too.

gar bage busine s s , ishe ?

own a 11 the s to ck; is tha t r i gh t 7

the three of you hold the stock; is that right?

we hold, I don't know.

Petrozello.

you repeat tha t?

mean by "actively engaged." He's in the office every day.

know.



are no duties that are assigned to him particularly.

he don't feel well, at times he feels well.

Q Are you able to estimate how frequently he has

fresh in my mind.

Q And so· for 19.58 you don't know or can't make an

estimate of how much he looked in on the jobs, and what

A Riftlt.

At times

He dis cha r ge s

He vis i ts the

A

A

Over what period of time?

For the current year.

I would say a couple of days

Practically. It might be four

Wha t else?

His physical condition.

A He signs checks.

A

A

A

A

I thi nk he has given a few days a weekA

Well, because it's more current, it'sA

His what?

It depends upon his physical condition.

An d wh a tis his ph YsIca I can d i t io n? A

Wha t are they?

He signs checks.

What duties does he discharge?

That's fair enough.

Eve ry day?

Yes.

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

to the jobs.

wo u 1d you say fo r 19.57?

thi s ye ar7

looked in on these jobs?

the duties of President.

A Current year?

jobs and the work we have at his discretion, at his leisure.

Q How frequent is Hat his discretion and his leisure"?

A It depends on his physical condition.



a week.

Q That is-not right? A No.

Q Well, tell us what he'/was able to do in the years

in ques t ion. I ga ine d the impress ion - you s ai d they we re

bad years for him in heal tho A Yes, they were. He had

operations, but an operation means maybe herd be absent for

just 2 months, so after a 2 or 3-month period he might visit

the off ice one day a week or occas ionally, but it wasn t t that

he was absolutely out of the office.

Q O.K. But in respect to his duties, both as they

relate to the present and as they related to the past, they

were greatly diminished; isn f t that right, as a result of

33



Q Is he pa idan income from the corporation?

A Yes, he is.

No,A

No, sir.

No, I couldn't

A

A

I don't remember.A

We 11, he' 5 pai d whatever the traff i c can

I think so, because of his age.

A

A

I don't know.

And you now tell us that you don't know what his

Are you prepared to make an estimate?

A

Q

Q And what was hi s income for the years be ginning in

Q You don' t know his income for any year from 1953

Ye s, sir.

Q Well, how is he paid? Weekly, bi-monthly?

Q Now tell me about your wife. Well, before we go

Q You are also the Treasurer of this corporation,
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Q And you don't recall- the last time you paid him

bear. If we are short of funds, we doni t take any salary.

that we have it in the record.

take it. There is no specific time.

How is he paid?-

income is for any period of that time?

to your wife: When did you sign his last check?- just so

through and up to and including the present time, haven't you?

If we have an excess amount where we can take a salary, we

A

up to and---includ ing the presen t time?

are you not? A Yes, sIr .

Q And your father-in-law is paid by check, lsn' t he?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you sign the checks, don't you? A Yes.

Q And you signed the checks from 1953 ri gh t on

say with certainty.

1953?

1 am not.

his health?



1 don't know how long ago.

Q Within 2 months. So you can't remember what you

f:-

fl1 don'tA

I don't think so;A

When you say It long ago, IfA

No, sir.

Was it over 2 months ago?

A

You don't know.

Is that because it was so long ago?

Q

Q Well, is that because it was more than a month ag07

Q

Q

a check?

A Yes, it was over a month ago.

It's within a 2-month period.

know.

paid your father";'in-law by check in the past 2 months.

A That's right.

Q All right. Now, what is your wifets title with the

corporat ion? A Assistant Secretary.

looking in on the jobs and acting as the President?

the meeting, and you and he and your wife as directors -

the table when you have a corporate meeting and he directs

Ye s, sir.A

I don't know of any otherA

Well, anything that comes within the function

Wh at' s th a t 7

A

Q

Q And you and he and your wife discharge the

business of the corporation - that's what you mean by

acting as President. You don't mean anything else, do

~ppose you mean that heis the fellow Who sits at the head of

of the Pres ident. He advises me on certain matters, and

~c::

ass ignment.

Q And when you say "acting as the Pres ident, " I

yOU?

Q Incidentally, before we get to your wife, what

other duties are assigned to your father-in-law besides

1 assume you are all directors, aren't you?

A 1 don't know of any others.



he has guided me to the best of his ability when maybe 1

asked him for it. I live with him and we have discussions

about garbage collection or wrecking, and he also is in the

sewer contracting business,

Q In other words, he is a mentor of yours and he

gives you advice upon your asking for it? A That's right.

Q And you solicit him for advice from time to time.

A Sometimes.

Q That' s wha t you mean by It ac tingas Pre siden tit? .

A Yes.

Q Does he help you in bidding anymore? A Yes.

On this last bid he helped me, yes.

He helped you in the West Orange bid?

Q

Q

What bid was that? A We st Orange.

A Yes.

That happens to be the city we live in. He's familiar with it.

Q Now on ref lection are you satisf led that what you

ar e say i n g iss 0 ? A Well, it's true.

Q All right, if it's true I won't press it any

further; that's your statement. Did he help you in bidding

any other place? A 1 cant t remernbe r.

Q You cant t remember? A I don't know.

Q You don't know? A No.

Q All r i gh t, Ie t' s get to your wife? She's married

is not receiving an income but maybe at Christmas time we

would give her a check of a hundred or a hundred and fifty

to you and you have children? A Yes.

Q How many? A One boy.

Q And how old is he? A Nine.

Q Your wife is Assistant Treasurer; what income is

she presently receiving from the business'? A Well, she



dollars~

Q Is that wha t your wife recei ved as a wage or gi ft

or bonus, an amount of money that came from the corporation

for the year 19587 A Well, as to the amount, I don't

know the-· amount, but I know we have given her something on

Christmas for the corporation f~r the work she does.

Q But you don't know the amount fur 1958 for Christmas?

A I might be $50 or it might be $100, but itls in that area--

Q And no more? A --and it's no large amount.

Q And she receives no other moneys? A Noo

Q Now, incidentally when you trade in the garbage

area, and'1 think you said you are in the trucking business

and the sewer business-- A Wrecking. My father-in-law

is a partner with his brothers in the sewer contracting

bus ine ss ..

Q That's beyond our scope, Mr. Cassin!.' Is there

any other company that's in the garbage business besides

James Petrozel10 & Company that you're a.ssociated wi th?

A That I'm associated with?

Q Yes. A Garbage collection business?

Q Garbage disposal, collection-- A Garbage

d i spas al .

Q What company is that? A North Jersey

Disposal Company.

Q OoK. I just wanted to get that down. Now let's

go back. Is there any other besides North Jersey Disposal?

A May I ha ve a dr ink of wate r?

Q, Sure, you can have a drink. We'll take a recess

wh i ley0 u ge tad r ink.
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Aft erre ce s s .

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Now, are you rested and refreshed with your drink
of wa ter? A Yes.

Q I think we found out it was the North Jersey

Disposal Company that you have some association with in
garbage disposal. Is there any other company that you have

Q -- or bonus, or whatever you want to call it,

is Assistant Secretary; I think you testified that she has

We 11,

Bonus.

A

A

No.

That l s about i t.

A

Yes.

A

A

That's right.
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A

Any th i n gel se ?

Now, what du tie s are ass igne d to he r?

Q

Q

Well, I shape the men up in the morning, I instruct the

Q So when weare talking about garbage in your con-

Q All right. Now letts go back to - Having estab-

foreman, I buy the truckS, check the maintenance, pay the
ills, collect the bills, general negotiation of contracts

and no more than that?

and fifty dollars as some type ofa salary or--

A

Q Now, what are the duties that are assigned to
you in the capacity that you~ve already testified to?

r ece i ve dye a I' I Y some t hi ngin the natu I' e 0 f f i f t Y to a hun dred

lished that these are your two areas for functioning, let's go
back to the first one. I think you testified that Ann Cassin!

she takes care of the bills that come in, she files them so
tha t I can check them and pay them; she assi sts the accoun tan t
in making the social security and unemployment act returns.

a personal relationship with?

nection, it is North Jersey Disposal and James Petrozello

& Company; is that right?



Q And you filed income tax returns for the 13 years

Q And what is your income from James Petrozell0

& Company, on a salary or bonus or other basis, for 19597

between the company and the cities, make the bids, check the

towns where we make the bids. I think that would cover it.

WouldA

Yes, sir.

No.

No, I would not

A

A

A

Yes.

No, I do not know that

No.

A

A

A

Yes, sir.A

Yes, sir.A

1 I" e a 11 y wou 1 dn 't know.

Tha t covers it 7

How about 19.57?

You don r t know?

You don't know that either?

19567 A No, s i I".

19557 A No, sir.

19547 A No, sir ..

19537 A No, sir.

And how long have you been in the' garbage business?

You f~le income tax returns?

Yearly?

A

Q

Q

Q And do you know what your income was for the year

Q

Q

question?

time ..

Q

Q

either.

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

For 19.59 up to and including the present time?

you 'mind repeating that, please?

(Question repeated by stenographer):

Q From January 1959 up to and including the present

1958 from James Pe troze 110 & Company?

know.

A Thirteen years.

Q Can you name what your income was for any year

of those 13 years from James Petrozell0 & Company?

A No, sir.



A 1 wouldn't know that.

Q And this is true then for the whole 13 years, is

Has the co~poration ever declared any dividends?

For what years did it declare dividends?

Q

Q

Yes, i th as.A

that ri ght? A That's right.

Q Who is the accountant for the corporation?

A Harrington and Nichols.

Q Where are they located? A New York City.

SENATOR JONES: Will you excuse me a

Q Your father, Joseph Cassini, is a member of the

now - 1 don't know whether he is counsel to the corporation

Q He has represented the corporation for what years?

Yes.A

We 11,A

1 th i nk he did.

Ye s, sir.

A

A
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1 think, since its inception.

He incorporated itf

And he also represents the corporation?

A

Q And how many year s has he rep resente d the corpor-

Q

Q

atlon?

a telephone call.

Q The attorneys for the corporation have been whom?

Q Does any other lawyer represent the corporation?

mintlte, Mr .. Cass in! and Mr. Lane? 1 have

bar of the State of New Jersey?

BY SENATOR JONES:

irrespective of Mr. Lane, who obviouSly is counsel to you

A And my father, Joseph Cassini.

1 don' t know or remember, but he has been retainedo

A Well, in different matters in different years. The years,

or not. 1 am talking about the corporation.

Mr. Lane has been our attorney in previous years#

(After recess)



Q He has no relationship to the corporation except as

Q Now, this corporation, so that we can specify it
for the record, has been engaged in the municipal or public
garbage contracting for the past 13 years; is that right?

A Yes.

Q And would you tell us the towns that it has been
successful in haVing garbage contracting for the past 13

Yes, sir.A

Yes.A

on a fee or retainer basis?

years - is that right?

Q And wou 1d you te 11 us the towns tha tit has been

that would be in Passaic County.

Q We'll leave that~out; we'll come to that in a
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Q Now, for instance, you bid in other counties, do
you? A Yes, sir ..

Q What other co un ti es and towns do you bid in?

A 1 bid in Passaic, I bid in Be rgen, and I'm not sure about

Eas tA

Whe re I have

1 'ill not sure,

A I bid in

A

A

Lyndhurst. And Passaic -A

Whe re did you bi d in Bergen?

Where else?

You're not sure about that?

Q

Q

Q

but there's a possibility, I mean, in general.

Hudsono

located in the Essex-Union County area?

been successful, yes.

Fair Lawn.

successful in having garbage contracts let to it?

Orange, Roselle Park, West Orange, Springfield, and Rahway.
Q And would you also· be good enough to tell us what

towns - well, before 1 do that: Is it fair to say for the
record, and correct me if the statement is too general - is it
fair to say for the record that your business is generally



A North Arlington.

minute. Fair Lawn and Lyndhurst so far - where else?

Th at' s a 11 r c an I' eme rnbe I' •

The Ci ty ofA

AWhe re else?

Where did you bid in Passaic?

Q

Q

Passaic.

Q .Any other place? A I don't remember any

a t he I' place.

QAnd you don't reniembe-r about Hud son?

Q Now; how many time~ did you bi'd in Fair Lawn?

A I don't remembe I' that.

Q How many times did you bid in Lyn~hurst?,

A I don't remember.

Q How many times in Passaic? A I don't

A No.

Q You di d bi d tre Fai r Lawn cont rae t in whi ch

Q You don I t remembe r any of the other b i dde rs?

Yes, sir,A

I don Y t remembe r that.A

Th a tis I' i gh t •A

And I don't remember who the otherA

Well, Capasso was one bidder.A

Ri gh~.

You remember that, don't you?Q

Q

and for what year was that?

bid deI's we r e .

rememhe I' that e i the r.

Q Do you remember who bid in the Fair Lawn job in

Q That's right. So you remember bidding there,

Q And I can't ask about Hudson because you doni t

remember to begin with.

Capasso was the successful bidder, though, didn't you?

A Yes, sir.

question?

I think we do; you were the attorney and--



Q Wha t can you say aboll t who bi d the jobs in Lyndhurs t

and Pass a i c? A Well, when I bid Passaic 1 know Frank

Stamato bid because he was the successful bidder.. The other

jobs I have no recollection as to who the bidders were.

Q You dont't know who the other bi dders were.

A No, it was one of these garbage contractors that are bidding

all jobs, and to specify who it was, I can i t say.

Q You can't do that?

difference.

Q Well, I'm not asking you how much differen~e

Q Well, now, who is the man in your corporation,

A --to show you there

Well, I just want to answer yourA

No, I would not say that I was in charge.A

I'm simply asking you--

there mi ght be.

is no one in charge between Mr. Petrozello and myself in

Q It is true, however, that for the past eigr.t or

regard to the bidding. He might figure it and I might

fig urei t, an d we mi gh t be t we n ty - five 0 r t h i r ty thous an d

dollars apart, and then in a discussion he might try to
hi

questi on--

is a discussion, I mean ilBs between Mr. Petrozello and

then, who sits down and says that the job will cost so much,

the payroll will be so much, the trucks will cost so mUCh, and

the towns; isn't that true, as far as your corporation is

concerned?

A I wou 1dn' t s'ay the re is anyone man. I wou Ids ay the re

nine or more,years.YW have been in charge of making the bids for

finally gets down to saying how much you are going to bid?

myself.

Q Right. Your wife is not in on this, is she?

A No. We might be twenty or thirty thousand dollars



Q You don't remember. You're the fellow who does

a cousin of mine, and on a couple of occasions I've sent

Q VJh ate ve r t hat price is, i t vsacom bin at ion 0 f

No,

Yes.

A

No, sir.

Yes.

A

A

A

William Cassini.

I donit remember. I can't

A

A

Oh, I've sent on occasions

I wou Ids ay i tis the in f Iuence

A

Would you mind repeating that

A

A

You mean at the time the bid is called?

A· Not all the time, no.

A

I donVt--

Which one? The one I~ve just asked?

Who does it?

Is he in this business with you?

Who is your brother?

You're standing on your answer?

Yes.

A

Q

Q You recall you r answe r, you v ve had the ques tion

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

to s u brnitthe bid, d oes he?

that, aren't you?

Q All right. And he doesnit go to the municIpalities

Q ·AII r i gh t. You're the one who goes to the com-

the one previous. to that .

repeated, and you v re standing on your answer?

of both.

say.

He was at one time employed by the company for about a year.
4b.

. Q ~Qtre-s-tto:n- '~pe-at~d" by' s te-nograp-he'r as fo 11 ows-}: .
He doesn it go·teO ·t;·'he--mtt111.·'Cl-pal'1 tl-es t·o Stfbml t the bi d,does

to wh 0 s e price we use, Ic an 1 t s ay •

aren't you?

he?

munities to submit the bid for Petrozello and Company,

question?

my brother.

convince me where he's ri ght and I may try to convince him
where I'm right, and that would be the bid price. Now, as

your Joint Judgment?



Q What's the number on Sanford Street, East Orange?
A 2980

No, sir.A

That's

A .296.

A

A On Sanford

Herman Cassini.A

Pardon me, sir. Would you

They own three or four

That's on Bloomfield Avenue

A

A

A

Where?A

298 Sanford Street, East Orange.

He did this as a favor to you?

East ·Orange.

And who is your counsln?

Is he employed by the corporation?

Q

Q Now, James Petrozello &.Company own a building,

Q

Q

Q

Q In Clifton? A Yes, sir.

Q Now? A Yes.

Q Where was it prior to that?
Street in East Orange.

buildings that they own.

repeat that agai~1

Q (Question repeated by stenographer as follows):.

Q

bui 1din -gs.

Q Well, I'm not too inter~sted in some of the

James Pe trozello & Company own a build ing, don't they?

A No hull d in gs.

Q No buildings. What is the address of the building
that is leased to Serratelli's Union - what is it, Local 945?
A What building are you talking about?

Q Do you know where the headquarters for Mr.
Serratell! and the Local Union 945 is located? Do you

r i gh t.

don't they?

know where that is?

in Clifton.



Q Before he disappeared. Do you know where he is?

Q You don't know who that is. Who else?

lib

A No, I don't know wher-e he is.

Q All right. ' Now, be fore he d isappeared-- A Do

you want to know the tenan ts?

Q Yes, I want the tenan ts . Now, you know what I'm

When?

He owns it

A

A

There's the Thorpe Athletic

You want the rest of the

A

A

Mr. Riccadelli.

I don't know who he is.

A

A

It know it as the Teamsters' Union.

Does he own that individually?

A

O"K. Who else?

Q

Q Teamsters' Union. Serratell! is the agent and

0 Who is he? A He has a s to re.

0 What kind of store? A A grocery store.

0 Next man. A Colony Lumbe I" Company.

0 All right. Who owns that? A I don't know

Q

Q Who owns that, or who is the man in charge of

the general man in charge? Isn't that right?

tenants first.

talling about, Mr. Cass in!.

the man's name.

in d i vi du all y .

Q And who are the tenan ts in the bui I ding?

A Local 945.

Q That's the Serratelli Union - that's the Garbage

Union?

Club.

tenants that occupy the building?

Q Yes, I want to know the tenants that occupy the

bUilding and then we'll come back to Local 945, which Mr.

Serratelli is ·the head of and at this moment is wanted for

process and has disappeared. Now, letts find out the other

calisthenics?



U7

City of East Orange.

A That's right.

I don'tA

Yes.

Minoni.

A

A

Yes.

December 1st.

I don't know what he does.

He's employed by the

A

I think that's all.

A I don t t know what she

A

A

A

Well, that's in two parts.

A Yes 8

Then there's Vito Tennaro.

I th ink, 1958.

A

A

A

A

And there's a Mrs. "Carabrese.A

Arou nd 1956, the be ginn i n 9 0 f 19 56 0 r t 11 e

Wha t does he do?

He lives there. Who else?

What does he. do?

Anybody else?

Mrs. Carabrese?

A

What year?

What does she do?

Joseph Saletto. What does he do?

What does he do, live there?

Who else?

Does she live there?Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Now, when did Serratelli move out and did Local 945,

Q How long had Serrate1li and Local 945 been a

tenant in the building before they moved out in December -

had
Q You don I t knowo How long! Se rra te 11 i and Local 945

been at that address before th~y moved out and before

latter part of 1955.

Q Dece mbe r 1, 1958, some 4 0 r 5 mon ths ago, r i gh t 7

part 17

does.

Serratel1i disappeared?

What's the first part?

Q Had Serratelli disappeared by this time?

A I don't know.

Teamsters' Union move out?

A Joseph Saletto"

know what he does. He lives there., upstairs.



Q O&K. So Serratelli

for roughly 3 years. Right?

tenan t.

Local

Q

Q

945,
Q

was ate 11 ant i n th e bu i I din 9

A Serratelli was not a

Well, Local 945. A Local 945~

And Local 945 - tha t was the he adquar te rs for

wasn t tit? A I t was the offl ce.

And Serrate!!i had an office within that office,
di dn f t he? .A

Q What was the rental arrangement between Local 945
and James Petrozello & Company? James Petrozello.

A James Petrozello?

Q Yes. What was the rental arrangement? A The
arrangement was $65.00 per month, and he was to do all inside
repairing and decorating.

Q Are you testifying at this time that there was a
rent arrangement which involved the passing of $65.00 a month
from Local 945 to your father- in-l aw, James Pe troze 11 o?
A Yes.

Q For the period in question? A All the time
that 945 was occupying Sanford Street they paid $65.00 per
month.

Q And you were paid how? A By check.

Q SIgned by Local 945, Serratelli, or its agents?
A I do ri 't t hi nk Se r ratell i e ve r signe d a che c k.

Q All right. It's one o'clock. We'lll get some
lunch. Be back at two.

(R E C E S S)
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AFTER RECESS

SENATOR JONES: We will resume with the hearing.

Mr. Lane, w~ have had a conference during recess and,

since we are not eliciting what we consider satisfactory informa­

tion from the point of view of the testimony which is largely

n I don't know" te s timony a I'" tI don't remembe r, tI and whi ch te s t imony,

in fairness at this time, I don't want to characterize one way or

another, I think that what we are going to do is to ask your

cl ient to submi t records which wi 11 make it possible for us to

get more precise answers to our questions. And so for now we

are going to ask a few questions, and we'11 get together with

you and see what you can submit to us that will make our inquiry

get along a little bit on a more informative basis.

MRo MERRITT LANE, JRo: Senator, we will be very happy

to co-operate. I just want to say one thing so that you will

understand the situation: You say that his answers are un­

satisfactory. I presume that--

SENATOR JONES: I don't mean by that - now, remember,

I didn' t ch a rae t e r i ze the ill. The y are un sat i sf act 0 r y f ro m the

point of view of our getting factual content. That's all for

now that I will say.

MR. LANE: I just want to explain one thing, because

I assume that the main questions you are talking about are the

financial questions as to how much he got. You didn't ask him

Why he didn't know, but I will tell you. He doesn t t know

because there is no set salary that he takes, and he has

income from investments and other things. He relies upon an

aCCountant to make up his income tax returns.

SENATOR JONES: That's why we'll get the records.
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MR. LANE:

records you want.

We wi 11 be happy to submi t wha tever

SENATOR JONES: OoK. A 11 r i gh t, pro ce ed, c 6uns e 1 •

MR. JOSEPH CASSINI, JR., having been p~eviously

sworn, res umed the stand, and tes ti f led as follows:

BY MR. GROSS:

h ave to have i t awarde d.

SENATOR JONES: You don ~ t know 0

it on a per diem. I don V t know what the

I don'tA

Well, he must have been

Is tha t wha t the record says 1
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A

We 11, then, that's it.AYes.Q

awarded it or he Cali 1dn l t do the job,

arrangements were or what happened. He don't

THE WITNESS: Well, he might have been doing

SENATOR JONES: And you doni t know whether

THE WITNESS: No, I do not.

Q Would you remember in that year, or do you know

Q Now, Mr. Cassini, is it correct tha t the 1a.st bi d

he got the contract award in that year?

Q Well, the records indicate that in 1955 for the

the job in 1955 and 1956.

SENATOR JONES:

that Fereday & Meyer was awarded the contract for $1,215,0007

A I don't know if he was awarded ito I know he was doing

sound correct to you?

1955, a 3-year contract beginning in 19557

3-year contract commencing in that year Petrozello and LaFera

placed a bid for $1,250,000 for a 3-year contract. Would that

which you placed on the Elizabeth job, City of Elizabeth, was in

-remember t ha t.



THE WITNESS: I don't know who was awarded it.

SENATOR JONES: OoKo You know that Fereday &

Meyer was doing the iN:) rk and you take the pos! tion

t hat i t mig h t have be en 0 nape r di em?

THEWI TNESS: Ye s, sir, i t mi gh t have. I kn 0 w

he was doing the work.

SENATOR JONES: So you don't t<:now tha t he was the

successful bidder at the time?

THE WI TNESS: No, 1 don't remembe r tha t he was

the successfu 1 b i dde r in the bi ddi n g. I doni t remembe r.

Q Do you know that the other bidders that year, aside from

Fereday & Meyer, and Petrozello, and LaFera were Capasso Bros.

and Peter Roselle & Sons? Does that sound correct to you?

A No, 1 wouldn't remember that either.

Q But you have no quarrel with that if the record indicates

it? A If the record so indicates, I wouldn t t quarrel with

the record.

Q Now, prior to January 1, 1955, w~en the bidding took

place, did you have a meeting with Mr. Lippman of Fereday &

Meyer and Capasso and Cush Roselle in the Sorrento Restaurant?

A No, sir.

Q You had no su-ch me e t i ng a t an y time? A No, sir.

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Do you know where the Sorrento Restaurant is?

A Yes.

Q Wh ere i sit? A I don' t kn 0 W wh at s t r e e tit' son

directly, but I know itis on Park Avenue in Newark; it's on

the corner.

Q You've been there? A I think I have been there

to a wedding, but that's about all. 1 never had lunch there.
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Q And never with these men or any of these men?

A Never with these men or any of these men in the Sorrento

Res tau r an t .

BY MR. GROSS:

Q Now, prior to the same contract, January 1, 1955,

3-year contract,.did you make an arrangement with any contractor,

including Mr. Lippman of Fereday & Meyer, by which arrangement

you personally, or as a representative of the Petrozel1o Company,

were to receive the sum of $25,000 to post only a complimentary

bid on that job? A Will you say that again?

Q- (Question repe-ated by stenographer)

A Positively not.

Q Pas i t i ve 1y not? A Posit i ve 1y not.

Q All right. Was there any such arrangement for any

other sum other than $25,000 which you were to get, either

individually or as a representative of any contracting firm,

-so that you would not post a real competitive bid in Elizabeth

of January 1, 1955? A Positively not~ In fact, to

qualify for that job, there was a clause in that contract,

now that it comes to my mind, that limited the mileage of the

dump from Elizabeth, and the Petrozello Company was dis­

qualified because our dump was in Kearny and it was too far

from Elizabeth, the City of Elizabeth, and we took the City

into court and we fought to bid that Elizabeth job. So when

Ibid Efizabeth I bid it -to get it, and th~re was no deals

with Mr. Lippman; in fact, there was very bad blood at-that time

between Mr. Lippman and I, because he resented the fact that

I was his competition, which happens in all jobs and which

happens when you take a job from anyone; they don't like it

SENATOR JONES: Go ahead, counsel.



53

whether it be in a garbage contract or an employer.

Q Now, Mr. Cassini, did you, or have you at any time told

any individual that you accepted the sum of $25,000 or any other

sum from Mr. Lippman or any other contractor for and on account

of either you individually or as a representative of Petrozello

& Company for your not bidding, or posting only a complimentary

bid on the Elizabeth job which was awarded January 1, 1955?

A I just told you that I bid to take the job.

Q Did you ever tell anyone that you accepted-­

A How could I tell anyone when I bid to take the job?

SENATOR JONES: Jus t say "No, l! if th at's

the answer.

"No," you did not?

THEWI TNESS: Pas i t i ve 1y not 0

SENATOR JONES: QQKo That's all. Just say

"N 0, I did not s 0 say." 1sthat you r ans we r?

THE WITN ESS: We 11, i tis repe tit i 0 us. I've

said it, and I don't know how much more emphati­

c all y I can say it.

SENATOR JONES: All right. You just leave it

to counsel, and if he's rep~titious he may have

a reason, and all you've got to do is to answer

the question succinctly. And you're quite

positive about it. The answer is "No." Isn't

that right?

Well, I think it's ridiculous.

You think it's ridiculous?

Yes.

All right, but is the answer

THE WITNESS:

SENATOR JONES:

THE WI TN-ESS:

SENATOR JONES:



SENATOR JONES:·· Q. K., pos it i ve ly.

Q Well, did you attend a meeting whether you were called

or not? A I nev~r attended a meeting at the Union Office.

Q You never attended a meeting. You never went to the

Ri gh t.

A I never remember

A

Posit i ve 1y .THE WI TNESS:

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q The answer is still "NoH?

Q Any of them, or part of them?

meetings being called at the Union Office.

Q Is tha t why you say "No "? A That's ri ght. I

never attended a meeting; I never was called to a meeting in

the Union Office.

BY MR. GROSS:

Q Now to leave that situation, Mr. Cassini, and go to the

early part of 1956, did you attend a meeting at the Union Office,

which address you have just descri bed before lunch, where were

present Crush Roselle, Mike Signorelli, and Frank Miele, Sr.,

among others? A No.

Q You never attended such meeting? A No.

SENATOR JONES: Whe re?

MR. GROSS: This was at the office of

the Union headquarters.

SENATOR JONES: What date?

MR. GROSS: Sanford Street.

SENATOR JONES: Well, he knows they were

on Sanford Street.

MR. GROSS: He knows the address. East

Orange.

SENATOR JONES: What date?

MR. GROSS: . The early part of 1956.
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No.A

I didn 1 t say that. In all the while theA

The only correction is - I never went thereAre ason?

connection with any other business?

BY NlR. GROSS:

Q One other point, Mr. Cassini: Did you ever tell any­
one that in any particular year, especially with regard to
1954, that you personally or your compa.ny which you repre..;.
sented made in that gl van ye ar mora prof it, more money than
the President of Grand Union? A Will you repeat that
again?

for North Jersey Disposal.

Q All right, fine. So you only went there personally
for the Petrozello Company and as a representative of your land-
lord father? A Correct.

Q And you did not meet with anyone else at any time in

Union Office?



Union.

here and wasn't here before.

GrandA

I have no recollection

Go aheid. if you feel

You mean, for the benefit

Grand Union Grocery

That's all for now. We

No.

I think, Senator Jones, when

That's all, Mr. Cassini.

For the benefit of whoever is

rVIRo LANE:

MR. LANE:

SENATOR JONES:

SENATOR JONES:

THE WI TNESS:

SENATOR JONES:

lViR . GRO 5S :

SENATOR JONES:

a better understanding of these records you

mean to you? Now I just want you to answer the

THE. WI TNE SS: Th at's r i gh t .

THE WITNESS: The United States is Grand

the United States. Did you make that statement?

SENATOR JONES: No recollection.

SENATOR JONES: Well, did you make any state-

ag aln.

~

ment of that kind, whether it's Grand Union, or

Grand Union Grocery Company, or Grand Union of

question.

many people here, and I just want to make it

Company, or Grand Union. What does Grand Union

have talked to Mr. Lane about after we achieve

of making that statement.

of the press?

will be called back, Mr. Cassini.

I made my statement before there weren't too

(Question repeated by stenographer).Q

Union what?



BY MR. GROSS:

Q Now, Mr. Miele, have you had conversations in the past

with Mr. Cassin! who has Just testified? A Numerous con-

ve r sat 10ns .

Q Did you have such conversations on or about January 1,

1955, during that peri od of time? A I have had conversa-

tions with Mr. Cassini from the time of 1953 up until today.

Q Now, did you have a con ve r sat ion wIth hIm with res pe c t

to the £1 izabeth job which was awarded beginnIng January 1, 19557

A Yes 0

that you want to do that.

MR. LANE: The reason why Mr. Cassini

can't tell you how much he drew from the

Company Is that he was not on any salary,

he had other income, and he is unable to

divide the two. He has an accountant who

takes care of his income tax returns. He

will be happy to submit any records you

want to the Committee.

SENATOR JONES: All right. We'll ask for

them.

MR. GROSS: I'll call Frank Miele, Jr.

FRANK MIELE, JR., having been previously sworn, called as

a witness and testified as follows:

SENATOR JONES: You have been sworn, Mr.

Miele. You realize you are under oath.

MR. MIELE: Yes, sir.

SENATOR JONES: And you are Frank Miele,

Jr., for the record.

That conversationA
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When was that conversation?Q



took P1ace the 1at t e r par t 0 f 1954, I be 1 i eve, inN0 ve mbe r 0 r

December of 1954.

Q Where did the conversation take place? A It took

place on the telephone. 1 was in my office and he was in his.

Q Do you have any difficulty recognizIng his voice?

A 1 never have had.

Q Will you tell us what that conversation consisted of?

SENATOR JONES: This is a conversation

between Cassini, Joseph Cassin!, who is in this

room, wh 0 has jus t te s t if i ed, an d you r s elf.

THE WITNESS: Correct.

SENATOR JONES: In Octobe r 1954.

THE WITNESS: October, November or December.

I would place it more in November of 1954. I may

add for -the record that I incidentally can verify

the date at some future time.

SENATOR JONES: A11 righ t • We un de r stand•



reached an understanding in regard to the job.

Q Lippman of Fe reday& Meyer. .A Good ..

SENATOR JONES: Alfred Lippman.

THE WITNESS: No, he didn t t say

Alfred Lippman. He said Lippman.

Q And did he relate to you what the understanding was?

A Yes. He related to me, he told me in regard to the under-

standing that he was going to receive $25,000 to layoff the job.

Q And was that the extent of it? Did you go into it any

further? A No, that was the extent of the conversation.

Q Did he say that any other contractor was to receive

any money? A The re was no other con trac tor ment i oned at

the time.

Q Did he mention at that time what his income had

approximated, or did he relate that income to any other individ-

ual for the prior ye ar? A Not to my knowledge, Mr. Gross.

Q Now, what was the other part of the conversation which

you had on that date? A On that particular date? I believe

that was about the size of it. It was approximately a five or

seven -m i nute tel e ph 0 ne conve r sat i 9n an d , asIs tate d be for e, i t

just started off in regard to my dumping of refuse in his or

in property that was leased by James Petrozello Company in

Ke a rn y . If· Irecal I cor r e c t 1Y, an d I am sure th a tId0 r e cal 1

it correctly, we would negotiating a price in the dump, and

then, as I stated~ the conversation drifted into a general

conversation about the garbage bus iness in general, particu­

larly this Elizabeth situation.

Q And he stated then that he had an arrangement with

Lippman of Fereday & Meyer to layoff the Elizabeth job or

post a complimentary bid for the sum of $25,000.



as a witness and testified as follows:

BY SENATOR JONES:

Yes,

Ri gh t.

A

A

I sa i d, tl Th at's ve ry nice."A

No, Senator, that's the essence

I will call Frank Miele, Sr.

A

No, never.

For Joe Cass ini.

A

A

MR. GROSS:

That's all for now, Mr. Miele.

Any thing else?

For whom?

Q

Q

Q

Q Did he talk to you about his income at the time?

,;

Q So he n~ver indicated to you at this time WhB.t his

Q I suppose you are answering my question in context

Q Will you please be seated and remember that you're
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Q Mr. Mi e 1e, you aTe Fran k Mi e 1e, Sr., you've bee n

FRANK MI~LE, SR., having previously be~n sworn, called

BY SENATOR JONES:

general income was?

ofthat par t i eu 1arc0 n ve r sat ion.

wasn't completed, as I recall. Is that right?

under oath, and we will proceed.

Q And he d idn' t Indicate at this time what the income was
and how part of i t was made up? A No. That's correct,

Q Or from what source? A That's correct.

Q He did not at th is time? A Correct.

Q What was your T-ep ly to him when he told you that herecel ve
was going t 0/$2 5,000 for 1ay! ng off the £1 Izabeth job and for
posting a complimentary bid?

that's correct.

sworn and you've testified heretofore, and your testimony

with th i s telephone conv e r sat i on , i s t hat r I gh t ?

A No, he did not, Senator.

A In essence, that's correct.
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BY MR e GROSS:

Q Mro Miele, to refresh your memory as to where we

finished last time on February 3, 1959, we were at the point

when you got a telephone call in which you were told not to

dump in Kearny, and you described that that call sounded like

a pistol shot to you bec8useit had never happened to you

before. And you stated, til called the representative of

D & M, Mike Signorelli, and I asked him VWhat do you know

about me not dumping in Kearny tomorrow?U lt And you set up a

meeting at the office of John Serrate11! and you said, flBe at

Johnny Serratelligs Office because I~m leaving here.!! And the

question put to you was: "Why did' you tell him to meet at

Johnny Serratelli'is Office?!! And you said, HI wanted to get

somebodyelse. H !tQuestion: You wanted to get Johnny Serrate!l!

in on this? Answer: 1 wanted to see where this thing orig­

inated. 1f flQuestion: And you suspected~- Arlswer: And I

suspected Johnny Serratell!o" HQuestion~ Because he was the

boss? Answer: Because that was my feeling, that Johnny was

pushing certain people around." ';Question; In other words, you

suspected and!t was your thought that Serrate!ll was con­

trolling certain dump owners in Kearny? Answer: Well~ I

suspected that he had certain influence .. ,,11

Now, we finished up at about that pOint. Will you

describe to us or tell us how soon after that conversation

with Mike Signorelle of D & M, you went to the office of

Serratelli - Union headquarters? A I got down there

Within the half hour~

Q Did you call anyone else aside from Signorelli?

A 1 called Cush Roselle.

Proceed, counsel~SENATOR JONES:



to get to the bottom of it.

A .We 11, wh en

Cush Rose 11 eA

Yes, sir.

I told Cush Roselle to

A

John Serratel1i?

A

A

John Serratel1i. And while
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In the first place, I wanted to findA

THE WI TNESS:

SENATOR JONES:

Joe Cassini walked in?

What did you tellh im?

What did Cush Roselle tell you?

Well, who came in as you were there?

You called Cush Roselle?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Did you call anyone else? A No, sir 0

Q And, you went to Johnny 5e r rat e 11 i H s Off ice within half

an hour? A I got down down there with in the half houro

Q Who was there when you got there 1 A There wasnUt

Q To the bot tom of the reason why you were refused

anybo dy the 1"'e 0

and I went directly to the 1 ittle office and I stood halfway

in the door, and John was sitting at his desk.

I got in the place there, Serratel!i had a little private office

Within seconds Signorelle walked in, Cush Roselle walked in,

~nd after Cush Roselle, Joe Cassin!.

dumping privileges.

Johnny Serratellits Office.

I was asking Serrate!li, "What do you know about me not

dumping in Kearny tomorrow?" - while 1 was asking him thatl

said he didn v t know anything about the call but he would be at

out who it was that made the call, and the only way that I could

find out was by call lng in certain people.

meet me at Serratelli~s Office because I wanted to get the

thing of the telephone· call which was given to me - I wanted



SENATOR JONES: Now just a minuteo You say

Joe Cassini. You mean Joe Cass in! who just

testified here and who is seated in the room and

the man I am pointing to? Is that whom you identify?

THE WITNESS: ThatUs right.

Q All rl gh t. Now before we proceed further, about when

was this in 1956, do you remember? A Well, I don v t remember.

Q The early part of 19567 A I don~ t know whether it

was 1956 or 1957 now. It seems to me that it was later than '56.

I can't recollect whether it was in Y56.

Q Bu tit was at the time when your son, as he testif ied,

was having diffi~ulty with this independent organization?

A Well, as I found out after, he was having trouble with

locating a dump for himself.

Q And it was about that time? A About that time,

Q All right. Now, did anyone else walk in after

Roselle, Cassini, and Signorel1e? A My son walked in.

Q Your son? A Yes.

Q Anyone else? A No.

Q Now did you all sit down together? A We all sat

down toge ther.

Q Including Johnny Serratell!? A N0
9

John

Serratelli never came out of his office.

Q Were the doom open between the rooms? A As far

as I can remember, yes.

Q And about how many feet away is Serratellius room?

A Oh, I donUt know - 25 or 30 feet.

Q All righto He was alone in his room? A While

I was talking to him, he was alone.

6~



Q Now, all the other gentlemen sat down at a table in an

adjoining room 20 feet away, about that distance? A Well,

we sat down in the outer office, as I call it.

Q What was said? A Well, the first thing that was

said, and if I remember it right it was Roselle who said, "Well,

now, we want to talk to your boy." So I said, !!Well, I called

this meeting. My boy d idn~ t call this meeting. I came down

here t6 find out where this stuff originated that I~m supposed

to s top dump in g in Ke arny tamar row. II

Q How many towns were you dumping in Kearny at that time?

A One town.

Q Whl ch town? A Glen Rid ge.

Q All right. Then what was said? A I said, "You

want to talk to my boy. I want to talk for meo 1 came down

here to find out who's at the bottom of giving me orders not

to dump." Well, I donUt know how it came about but my subject

was ignored, and Cush Roselle asked my boy, Ills it true that

you're negotiating for a dump in North Arlington?H And my

boy didn't answer quick enough. He just was thinking it over,

as I imagine. Sa it took him too long for him to answer in

my estimation, so I turned to him and I says, "Tell these

fellows the truth." And he still hesitated. So 1 lifted

my hand to him.

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q You mean, you lifted your hand to him so as to strike

him or appear to strike him? A That 1 s right.

Q Did you strike him? A I donRt know o

Q You tried too A I tried to. So with that--

Q He s till d i dn v t an swe r it. At He s t i 11 d i dn Q t

answer it at the momento After, within~econds after I got

t-J.



that out of my system, I got up and paced the floor, and I don 9 t

know what went on for the next 10 or 15. minutes between

Serratell! - not Serratelli - Cassini, Roselle, Signorel1e

and my boy. I just paced the floor up and downp

BY MR" GROSS:

Q All those four were talking among themselves?

A They were still sitting at the table talking.

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Well, you heard bits of the conversation, didn g t you?

A Well, I heard bits and 1 didnYt know what to make of it.

Q What bits did you hear? A I heard that we want

you to stop this thing of being over in North Arlington trying

to locate a dump.

Q What about them wanting to stop the organization?

A And also that he would have to res Ign as president, or

whatever he was, of the--

Q I n de pen den tor g an i z at ion" A Th at t· sri gh t"

Q And what did they want him to do in respect to the

organization? Did they want to break up the organization?

A I don v t know what they wan te d him to do"

Q You didn't pick that up out of what you heard?

A No, sir.

Q What else did you pick up? A Nothing.

Q What was it that you specifically heard? Could you

ascribe a specific item of conversation to one of these men

or was this what came from all their voices? A No, I

can! t pick out any specific person who was in charge. Well,

Roselle seemed to have' more to say than the others.

Q Than Cassin! and Signorelle? A As a matter of

fact, I donYt think I heard Signore lIe say three words, and
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BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Setting the terms of the discussion, is that what you

-II

He jus t

Cassin!

No, sir"

A

A

The tITs r i gh t"

Now, wait a minute. When

No, sir.

A

A

LL

SENATOR JONES:

Well, at the moment it made me hotter because

Thatis right.

Isn y t that r i gh t 7

A

-- that Cush Roselle was saying?

He didnVt tell you anything about it?

Which fellows? You mean Cassin! and-

So that combination of things caused you to do some-

A

Q Did you hear Cassin! or Signorel1e say no to anything,

Q

Q

Q

Q

abou tit.

Q You were upset, I take it, Mr. Miele, at this time?

letVs develop that a little bit more.

you say that, "after you came to your senses,"

Q You Were upset because of the situation in which you

and Roselle and Signorelle.

Q After you came to your senses, Mr. Mlele--

action that related not to you but to your son. lsnit that

of the fact that I knew nothing about these negotiations between

right?

thing that you hadn v t done before, and that was to strike

my boy and these fellows. He didn't confide in me.

BY MR. GROSS:

as far as Joe Cassini was concerned, 1 don't think that he had

the talking and that's all I can tell you about ito

or dissent from anything--

A I was very much upset.

much to say either. It was just a case of Cush Roselle doing

hadn't tol d me a th in 9 abou tit, and I fe 1 t very much hurt

your son.

mean?

found yourself of losing dump privileges because of some



Q And that combination of circumstances made it such that

you were quite upset at the time? A Yes, sir~

SENATOR JONES: Go ahead, counsel.

BY MR~ GROSS:

Q And after that lO-minute period of pacing up and down,

Mr~ Miele, did you sit down again at the table? A No, sir.

Q Well, what did you do then? A Well, by that time

the dicussion seemed to have been over and 1 walked outside.

Q Didn't you again bring up the point that you had

originally set the meeting or called these people about?

A No, that flew by the board. Nothing else was said about me

not dumping there.

Q In other words, was it announced to you that you again

had permission to dump if your boy-- A There was no answer

of any kind. The discussion as to Why I called the meeting

never came UPD

Q Did you receive word at a later time that you were to be

allowed to dump the next morning? A No, sir.·

Q Did you talk to John Serratelli before you left?

A No, sir.

Q Did you talk to anyone of-­

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q What did you say to Cassin! after you kind of settled

and calmed down? A What d id I say to him?

Q Yes~ And what did you say to Signorelle? A I said,

"So long, fellows, I'm going,U not only to Joe Cassinl but to

whoever else was in thereD

Q In other words, after you calmed down from your extreme

upset-- A I wasnvt calmed down at all. I was still-
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A Thatrs right.

Q And you got no answer? A They might have said,

uSo long, Frank," or something like that, but I didn't -

Q I mean, you didn't get any answer to the question for

which you called the meeting? A No, sir.

Q Did you leave? A 1 left and went outside and

walked up and down the sidewalk for a few minutes.

Q Your son remained? A He remained for a few

minutes.

Q Then what? A Then I suppose the thing broke up,

and my boy came out and we left together.

Q What did your son tell you? A He didn't tell me

anything.

Q What di d you say to him? A I didn't say anything

to him.

Q Did you dump the next day? A I did.

Q They didn't stop you? A No, sir.

Q Did your son tell them that he would act within the

terms that they set upon him at that meeting? A I don't

know what my boy told them.

Q In other words, you didn l t hear what your son said

to the terms that they were setting? A No, sir.

Q But in any event, you heard the terms and you began

to dump again on the following morning, even though you were

told that you weren'.t going to be permitted to dump. Right?

A I never stopped dumping, and I went back and dumped on
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So then during this period of great upset, you said to

Si gnor e 11 e an d R0 sell e, u So 1on g, f ell 0 ws H ?

A No, sir ..You we ren y t eve n calmed down then?Q

Q

Cassini,



Saturday just as if nothing had happened.

BY MR. GROSS:

Q Did you later find out that your soh had resigned

in fact from the presidency of the Independent Scavengers of

North Arlington? A Well, 1 gathered that he had resigned

because, you see, his office - or my desk room was in his office

upstairs in m y garage, and ri gh t after that meeting, wi thin a

very short time after the meeting that was held in Serratelliis

Office, all this commotion died away in my garage, and 1 figured

that he had resigned, there was no more activity going on, but

he never told me tha t he had resi gned.

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q In other words, because you were permitted to dump

and because you saw a cessation of this activity and you heard

that he had resi gned, you assumed that he had come to terms

with the group. Is that it? A Well, that was my impression,

whether you'd call it terms or what you'd call it.

Q Did you go to Serratelli1s Office at Sanford Place

with any frequency? At 298? A Well, maybe once or twice

a year, not more than that.

Q As 1 recall your testimony, you were not a great

adrn ire r 0 f J oh n Serrate 11 i ? AId i dn t t ad mire him a bit.

Q So you didn't make ita point of going to his office

unless the strains or necessity of business required it; is

that it? A That's right.

Q Bu t y01 dl d ge t there abou t once or tw ice a ye ar?

A Just about.

Q Did you go there for meetings with some of the other

contractors? You were a member of the Association, werenWt you?
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Association.

r'
:J years.

th e c omm i t te e f e !1 ows 0 r the vi ce presidentor the sec ret a r y ;

Jus t a. memba r.

A Before East Orange,

A

No, sir.

No, sir.

The 1 as t k n a wn pI ace t hat I k now

A

A

A

No, outside of that one meeting that

Yes, sir.

A

A

You mean, before East Orange?

You did not?Q

Q

per i 0 d oft i me ?

that I remember.

Q And I suppose you only went there infrequently?

Q O.K. Did you go there then during this period of time

Q Where was Serrate!li before Sanford Place, do you. know?

A Very infrequently.

Q Did you ever see Joseph Cassini at the office of

Serrate!li or in the office of 945 at any time during this

Q You weren't an active member of the Association, as a

Q But you did go thereon your own business about once

I was at on account of my boy or on account of myself, that

or twice a year while Serrate!l! was in East Orange at

Q Did you go call upon Serratelli at 945 there?

A Well, it was Local 45 then. They just changed it. I was

at the Union City office once or twice within a period of 4 or

Sanford Place?

of him to be was in Union City. That was the last known place

for any meetings with the Association members to dispose bf

was the only time that I ran into Joe Cassin! at Local 945.

Association business?

A I was a member of the Association. I still belong to the

matter of fact, were you? By that I mean, you were not one of

you were just a member, is that right?

yes, sir.

Whe re was Lac al 945?



Q And your observance of whether or not he was there

stemmed from about two visits to the office a year?

A That's about right.

Q Do you know where Serratelli is today? A No, sir.

Q Do you have anything that would help the Committee in

locating Serratelli? A No, sir.

QOf course,again as I understand your testimony, you

don't care whether he is located? A Well, it don't matter

to me much whether he's located or not. If I didn't see him

again, it would be too soon.

Q Well, you and I differ. I'd like to see him just once.

SENATOR JONES: Any other questions?

MR. GROSS: That's all.

SENATOR GROSS: That's all, Mr. Miele,

for now. You are stll1 under process and will

continue but you donlt have to attend a hearing

unless you are directed to.

MR. GROSS: We'll call Mr. Maitilasso.

ANT H 0 N Y J. M A I TIL ASS 0, called as a witness,

being duly sworn, testified as follows:

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Wh at i s you r n arne? A An th 0 ny J. Ma i til ass 0 •

Q Will you spell it for the record, please?

A M-a-i-t-i-I-a-s-s-o.

Q Where do you live? A 29 Snyder Avenue, Denville~

New Jersey.

Q Denville? That's Morris County? A That's righte

Q What's your business? A Garbage Collector.

Q How long have you been in the garbage collection
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a partner of.

uses the township name - disposal company, in other words.

Q. And were you a partner in Morris County Disposal?

We 11 ,

I am now,

A

A

Union Hill

I was supposed to

A

A

Hets a garbage contractor inA

No, I just managed that.A

Sixteen years.A

Under what name do you trade?

And what does he trade under as a name?

What did you do before that?

Are you in business on your own now?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q And were you supposed to be a partne r for all of

those? A No, only in Den vi 11 e.

Q So what was the name· of the company that you were

supposed to be a partner of in Denvi lIe, New Je rsey?

partner there?

Morris, Essex, and several other counties.

Q You just managed that. Now, what do you mean when

be a partner for Michael Signorelle.

Q You were supposed to be a partner of Mike Sigrtorelle.

Q Yes, that was the company I was supposed to be

Q And what about Denville? Were you supposed to be a

business?

Who is Mike Signore lIe?

you say you are supposed to be a partner of the Morris County

was Morris County Disposal Company.

:.

Q All right. And how long have you· been so trading?

A A little over 2 years.

A Well, Denville Disposal, and everything outside of Denville

A No, it's just a trade name.

yes, sir.

Disposal Company~

a
Q 1s that/corporation of the State of New Jersey?

he trades under numerous names in every town he operates, he



'7")

Q Well, then, you were a partner? A Well, no,

because he controlled everything. He had his--

Q I know, but you h~d partnership papers, didn't you?

A No.

al I, no.

Q Is this Mike Signore lie the same one who is the owner of

D & M Contracting Company, the one who was in the office with

Joe Cassini, Cush Roselle and that group? A The same man.

Nothing atASo you never saw any contracts?Q

SENATOR JONES: Counsel wants to take you over

at thi s moment. Go ahead.

BY MR. GROSS:

Q Mr. Maitilasso, up until what period of time was it

state d to you by Mr. Si gnore l1e tha t you we re a partne r?

What year? A Around the latter part of 1954, but at

that time we had no papers drawn up but he told.us he split

up Denville in three different accounts, Account Nos. 1, 2,

and 3, and each man that ran the route was supposed to be the

partner. He made us sign bank partnership on that account,

that's all, but there was no contracts drawn whereby we were

p artne rs.

Company? vrhat particular significance does that have as a

statement? A Well, Senator, as a statement--

Q Were you a partner? A Yes, in black and white,

they had a contract signed up, bu~ this Signorelle runs all

the books and·at the end of the year he comes over and tells

you, "Well, we made so much profit and here's half of it. n

He builds his expenses up and does things the way he wants,

but hefll never show you actually what your expenses incurred

were~



was between me and Mike and a couple of other dri ve rs--

Q Did you have any discussions or hear any discussion

which Mike Signorelle had relating to his competition with

Well, the con-

Yes, hers my

NO,not in '56

A

The group meeting

A

A

Yes.

A

A

We 11, it was a group meet ing.

Yes, there was a contractor

In what year?

A

A

A

Not in Mine Hill but in Rockaway Borough.A

1956 or subsequent to that?

He's your brother-in-law.

Who said this?

What was the first conversation?

And who was at the meeting?

Are you related to Signore lIe?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

but in '57 and '58.

brother-in-law.

be fore?

Q And Mike Si gnore 11 e7 A Yeah, and two other

drivers that were also brought into the partnership at

Mike Signorelle's insistence.

..,1.

versation was that they were going to give Lavin back his

town, Rockaway Borough, if he woul d give them a free hand in

Mi ne Hi 11 .

Lavi? in Mine Hill?

any 0 ther en ntr alE to r?

named Manuel Lavin.

Q Had Lavin been operating in Morris County in Mine Hill

Q Now, did Morris County Disposal, while you were

supposed to be a partner, have any jobs in Morris County?

A Yes, we had Mine Hill and Rockaway Borough contracts.

Q When did it first have the Mine Hill contract?

A In 1956.

Q Now, is it correct that the contract price was $5,3807

A That's right.

Q Were you competing for that job against anyone else,



Q VJh a t we rethe i I" n arne s ? A Lou i s Fac c i pan t i an d

Ernest SpagnolI!. They were brought in without my knowledge;

they were just jammed down my throat, in other words.

Q The$e men worked for Mike Signorelle as Foremen?

A Yes, sir,

Q And they were operating this Mine. Hill or working on

the Mine Hill job? A Yes, sir.

Q Now, you say you had a meeting. What did Mike

Signore lIe say about the Mine Hill job? A Well, this was

later, the following year.

Q In 1957. A Well, he said that we would have to

gi ve Lavin his town back and we woul d get the free run in

Mine Hill.

Q By "his town" what town did he mean? A He meant

Rockaway Borough would be Lavin's town, which he held for 15

years, and Mine Hill would be our town.

Q Now, had Morris County Disposal taken away Rockaway

from Lavin? A Yes, sir.

Q In 19567 A Thatts right.

Q Do you remember that the contract price there in 1956

was $9,333? A That's right.

Q Is that correct? A That's correct.

Q So then Morris County in 1956, Morris County Disposal,

had Mine Hill for $5,380 and also had Rockaway for $9,3331

A That's right.

Q Now what happened in 1957? Was there a deal con-

summated? A No, there was no deal yet. In 1957 Lavin

carne in and took Mine Hill at a very low figure. I don't

recall the fl gure, bu t--
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Q Did Morris County Disposal retain Rockaway for that

Q Now, I take it there were some conversations during· the

Ye s ..A

There was no deal made

Manue 1 Lavin.

Yes, he told me that he

Have you identified

At the same price of

A

A

A

A

Rockaway Township.A

~4700 or $4800.

1957.

A

A

Yes, the Borough took up the option for another

Lavin for the record, counsel?

Was a deal in fact made?

A

For the same price?

$4800?

In 1957?

It was Emanuel Lavin?

Manue 1 Lavin?

Q

Q

Q

Q Of Rockaway Township,,·

SENATOR JONES:

Q

Q

the bid in 1958' in both towns?

the trade name?

A He trades under the same name.

Q Now, did you have any conversations with Lavin before

engineered the whole thing but he stayed in the background and
blamed me for all of it ..

Q Mike Signa re 11 e . Did you have ... -

SENATOR JONES: Have you i den t if i ed

found-froml-my brother-in-law that I was the rat that took his
job ~ft~r 15 years and that he would get it back if he had to

76

at the time. It was at the talking stage where Lavin wanted his
tovvn back and threatened to do all sorts of things to get his
town back, even if he had to take it back for 'nothing. And at
that time, this same Michael Signorel1e told him that I was the
one that toolc his job because I was looking for more work. He

Q

$9,333.

year 1957 which you have described already.

year?

ye ar ..



No, this was in RockawayA

right.

o And he took messages up to Lavin? A Tha t Vs ri ght.
Q What were those messages? That tre deal was worked out,

or what? A That I was no longer going to be with the
company and the rat was out of the bag and they could get along
good, you know, and they were each going to have theIr respective
towns a t the I r own pr ice.

Q Now wh at happen e din the biddin gin 1958 ? A In 1 9 58
I tried to secure a bond and a dumping permit, and I wasnRt
able to secure it until an hour before the bid. 1 was already
operating on my own as Union Disposal and at 7 o'clock the
night of the bid I was finally given consent to dump. I had
no time to secure a bond and I asked the township to postpone
the bidding for that reason for at least a week so I could
secure a bond, which they refused to do.

o Are you familiar with the prices and the bidding in

1958? A Yes. They jumped to- Manuel Lavin was the low
bidder.

do it for nothing.

o This was in Mine Hill?

Bor ough.

Q Al~ right. Now, did you have any further conversations
before the bidding January 1, 1958, in both towns? A No,
but before Michael Si gnorelle and I broke our suppcrsed-to-be
partnership, everything was all set pat and this ~pagnoll~

was already carrying messages up to Lavin to get together, and
they were each going to take their own town. I mean, I was
still in the co~pany at the time.

Q What" s Spagno 11 at s first name? A Ernes t.

o Now he is the foreman for Mike Signorelle? A That's



Q Is it correct that in Mine Hill the award went back to

Q Now you say that you did not place a bid in either one

the award for $18,000, whereas Morris County Disposal had done

A few days

In Parsippany.

I did in Mine Hill

A

A

Whe re was thl s?

Facciponi and

That' s. righto

A

A

Yes, I was.

A

A

A

That year, 1 couldn't.

$7600.

A

A

Yes, I had conversation with SignorelletsA

Were you successful?

In wh a t town i s t hat 1oc ate d?

Who were -those people ?

What were those conversat ions?

For what price?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q In Mine Hi 11. A In Mine Hill?

Q In 1958, that Lavin bid $8500, whereas he had done the

job the previous year for $4800? A Th at's correct.

Q And is it correct that in Rockaway in 1958, Lavin got

bid in either one of those 2 towns?­

i n I 959, t his yea I" •

Q Did you place a bid or have you subsequently placed:a

the job the previous for $9,333?

before the bid in Mine Hill, they said that they heard I was

going to bid Mine Hill, and I had no conception that I was

Morris County Disposal for $7,9331

Q And that was because you couldn Y t get a dumping permit?

A That's right.

Q From whom did you try to obtain a dumping permit?

A Well, that was -from the dump we all go to, Sharkey's

dump.

SpagnolI a.

Q Now prior to the bidding in Mine Hill in 1959, did you

have any conversat Ions wi th any representati ve of- Lavin or

repre sent at i ves 0

Si gnore 11 e?

of those towns that year?



even going to attempt it, but they told me that they wanted me

to know that I wouldn't be able to secure a bond. That came

from "the shadow," that's Mike Signorelle. They call him

"the shadow. I! But anyway they told me that I couldn Y t secure

a bon~, he would see to it.

Q What did you do? A So I ran down to Millburn and

picked up a bond and 40 minutes later I had the bond and placed

the bid.

Q Who did you take the bond from? A Standard Accident.

Q So you decided to place a bid in Mine Hill in 1959?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you see either one of those two representatives

for Lavin and Signor~lle prior to the bidding? A Not prior

to the biddirig, Just 4 days before. As I say, that's the only

time I'd seen them.

Q Now, did you attend the bidding yourself? A Yes,

bu tId i dn' t pu t the bid i n ..

Q How was that arranged? Why didn't you put the bid in?

A Well, I felt that if they saw me there, they would do the

job for nothing to beat me out.

Q They would shoot the job? A They would shoot the

Q Who did you send to bid for you? A I sent my

wifets kid brother up. None of them knew him g and he carried

my bond and bid in and placed the bid for me.

Q Did you actually go to the place of bidding?

A Yes, I did.

Q Where did you locate yourself? A Outside in a

parked car, in my brother- in-law's car.
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Q You stayed outside, unseen? A Yes, sir,

Q Did you hear any conversation while you were outside?

f.\ Yes, I heard, "I don't see him around or his car around,

so-_tt

Q V/ho said that? A Facciponti.

Q Did you hear Spagnol a say anything? fl. Yes, so

Spagnol a said, "All r igh t, you throw yours in. II

Q Now, what did that mean to you? A Well, to me it

mean t tha t they had a hi gh and low bid, and if I was there

they were going to put a low bid in, and if 1 wasn 1 t around they

would throw the high bid in.

Q Do you know whether they had the high and low bid

under the same name, or two different names? A 1 wouldn t t

know.

Q Is tha t a usual practi ce, if you know, of Sf gnore 11 e?

A Ye s, i tis.

Q What is the practice? A The practice is one bid

under Morris County Disposal and the other would be under

Denville Disposal.

Q And both bids would be ready and prepared at the

same time? A Prepare d and set to go, low and hi gh.

Q And 2 different bonds? A That's right.

Q" And under what circumstances would the high bid be

used? A If there was no competition, or if the job was

fixed they could use the high bid.

Q And under what circumstances the low bid? A Well,

if there was someone like me around that would try to do the

job under their figure, they would have a low bid ready.
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the car.

A Correct.

Yes, this

And they said,

A

Presumably, they

No, except that .at 8:32 I got out

Well, it was a ta.! ny ni ghtan d they

A

Athe municipal hall?

versation afte r that?

and the two of them came running out to go in

me around,so they said, ltThrow yours in,tr

stopped short and just looked at me, youknoVi?

any of these people subsequent to that time?

"You're pretty smart,H you know, and just kept running ouer to

A They would have it ready in case a stranger

Q Were there any further conversations that you had with

bi d.

of the car and walked into the Town Hall, the bidding was over,
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Q They would have. it ready in case someone came ~n--

Q "The shadow" is the nickname f·orMike Signorelle?

Q And is it correct that they bid $9,333 that year?

mean t to throw the hi gh bi din.

Q Throw the high bid in. Now was there any further con-

ran out of the car and looked around, both of these fellows,

Q Now what was the conversation whicl1 you heard

and said that they didn t t see my car around and they didn'l t

Louis Facciponi one time, to be precise on September 17, 1957,

we 11, Facciponi said, ItWhat are you trying to do?'- you know,

sneering. He ;aid, "What were you trying to pUll last night

up at Rockaway Borough? Didn't you know ~the shadow i had it

blocked so that you couldn f t dump?1l That? s the

which was 2 days after the bidding in Rockaway Borough when

'58 bid was fixed, they stopped me on Edwards Road and told me
4

used.

A That1s right. HeYs pretty well known. Joe Cassin! knows



that.

pr acti ce. ./
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In

A Yeah,

A

We 11, tel ephoneA

Yesa

A Yeah, (he late

A

Miele Brothers, Maple..;.

A Not in D & M Offic~,

A

Mielevs Maplewood Office.

Yes~ I did.A

·A

A

We 11, i t h as . I me an, you he a r 0 f th em j btl tIA

MieleYs Maplewood Office?

Whi ch offi ce?

Would that be Angelo Miele?

But this is a Miele office in what town?

And Mike Signorelle had his offices there?

What we re those conversati ons?

Q - Which Miele is that?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

~on' t know. I don t t think they are.

Q But they are noi the same Mielevs who are sitting in

Q Miele Brothers? Are -they related to Frank Miele?

towns?

Contracting with Mike Signorelle?

no, sira

don' t have any definite proof that i thasbut it? s the, general-

QIs thi s double bidding practice Of having a hi gh and

low bid ready at all times, has that been follow.ed in other

Q Have you ever been located in the office of D & M

wood Disposal.

the room now?

A

the Map 1ewood~ 0 i spas a1 offices.

Q N9Wdid you·-,ever he~r any conversations in that office

Angelo Miel~ - no, that's another Mi~le you're speaking of.

Angelo Miele from Montclair, you mean. No, that's a different

Miele.

with respect to dumps?

Map 1eWQ,od"

conversations, of which I could only hear one side ..

l"



Yes~

We 1r,

That i s

A

A

A

NooA

We 11 1 I he a r d h 1m

Oh, a couple of

A

A No, ri6t after that,

A

Well, there was somethingA
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He didnit say anything to you?

How long did you stay in that office?

And you heard Mike Signore lIe talking?

What did you hear hirn- say?

Do you know if he got tha t pape r s.igned?

He did? How soon after?

/he waved a paper· in my face and said that ifhe got that

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

right.

over,

Q Did that conversation have any refer-anceto the City

dumping are a.

Q A couple of months 0 Did you hear any further con-

Q What year was that? Do you know what year

A 1956-, I be 1 leve, - the end of 19560

after that, but presumab1y--

was concerning this Kearny dump. I doni t ,know what else

paper signed hew d be the king of the garbage industrY,and that

make a telephone conversation and after the conversation was

Q Was there any reference made to signing a'lease with the

City of Newark so that it could dump in tha K~arny dump~1

A Yes. One-third of the City of Newark wasta d~mp in that

of Newark dumping in _Kearny?

phone call was over he said that one-thIrd of the City of Newark
"

would dump in tha t dumping area as soon as he got those ,papers

s~idbut I don't recall exactly the conversation, but after the

signed.

he dido

months, I gue,ss.

no.

~ versations,or did 'he say anything--

,



vn1 at paper are you taking

Walt a minute. He signed

SENATOR JONES:

abou t?

A I didn l t work in that office.

SENATOR JONES:

some papers?

MR. GROSS: This is a paper that Mike

Signorelle waved in your face?

A Yes.

Q A lease. You say you found out it was-- A A lease

for the Kearny dump.

Q For the Kearny dump - which, if signed', would make

M1k e Sf gno reI 1e, how did you des c r 1 be i t 1 A He

de serf be d himse If as the king of the garbage indus t ry .

Q And that paper was actually signed? A Apparently,

yes. I am almost positive it was because they went ahead with

eve ry t hi n gel s e •

Q Now, did Mr. Signorelle ever come up to the Morris

County area personally? A Yes, he did, about once a week.

o Aboll t once a week? VI/ho was wi thhim when he came?

./J. One time there was a guy trave 1 ing around with him up there

by the name of Joe DeLisio. He was a labor representative of

some kind. He was introduced to me as a Union official, and

thl s same man was try i ng to or gani ze all the garbagernen in

Sharkey's 'Dump into' an association, which I thinl{ Mr. Miele

spo}ee of be fore.

Q Was this the same D€Lisio who was the goon on the

payroll of the,young Miele Association? A Yes,. 1 believe

it was. As a matter of fact, I'm positive it was.
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I didn't work--

,



that, every week herd be up there.

That'sA

..Pl:tJ',r ngtl1a. t

No, I d idn' to

1 di dn' t think

Th a t v s ~lght.

A

A

No, this Joe DeLisio

A

A

For months they were ~~dJng

No, alone.. B~t during those 2 or

At SharkeyVs Dump.

A

A

A

Yes, sir ..A

An d eve r y we e k - -

With DeLisio?

The same ~harkeyJs Dump?

Did yO\l,have any conversations with DeLisio?

Mike introduced me to him and then of course he'd

At what dump?

And didyou try to help him?

Mike said this to you?

Did Mike Sf. gnore l1e· ask you--

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

repres entat i ve?

County, DeLisio, t~ Union representative--A

Q And this was the period when they trfedto o-rganlz?

Q And Mike Signore lIe described DeLisio as the Union

the Independent Scavengers in Morris County?

time, during those couple of moriths, but before that and .after

around to ge the r ~ The y we re i nseparab Ie.

right ..

Q And how often would DeLisio be with Mike Signorelle?
A Well, they were always riding around together.

Q And every time Mike Signorelle appeared in Morris.

3 months, he traveled around with this Joe DeLisio.

ask me about different little garbagernen, you know, that were

Q

Q

Q

A No.

. ~.."'" -.91 ving him trouble, that they waul dn i t sign up,and he'd ask me
to talk to them and see if they would· signj8 couple of the$e.

old Italian fellows could hardly speak English, you know.

di d ..

they should be organiz ad. There was no reason to org·aJ!:ize.

Q Did Mike Signore lIe ask you to try to help them
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expressed the opini on tha t he thou gh tit waul d be good if a 11
: .. . '. ".

the small g.rbagemen got together in an ~~sodiatibno

·A· No, he jl1~~

A Na, he d i dn v tat th a t time.

Did he at ,any subsequent time?Q

. . . .

. Q; In other words, he was always With DeLis io, the

·organize?

Union representative, inseparable-- A Th at i sri gh to
-. . . -

Q -~and said to you and to other C6ritractors th:atft would-

be good if they organized? A I f they. get- organizecL.

Q At Sharkeyrs dump? A Yes o

A . No, it

No 9 1 never had t roubl e.A

Wel1 9 whenever there was a bidA

Yes,for about a month I tried toA

Not that I can recall.A

But this was too late to do anythln~1

Wou 1d you have·· time to obt ain a bond?

When was that?

A

Q

Q

I

Q Dl d Cush Rose 11 e e vel' come up to the Morr! s County

Q

get a dumppermit7.

Q Was there any trouble at ~ny time in o~taining dump.

Q Did you ever have· any conversations with Mike

Q V!ell, you mentioned one job before when you didritt

Q Do you re call tha t th ere was eve r arty compet i t ion
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get a permit. I called and it seemed as though they were

evading me, but still, an hour before the bidding, I finally got

to contact him and he told me that I could have a durnppermitei

there was no time to secure a bond.

area?

permits for SharkeyV S dump?

IdonYt-

was an hour before the: bid"

or s orne thi ng coming up; he was· al ways there ~.

Signorelle with l'~spectto Cush Rose11eus activities in the



or conflict between Roselle and Signorelle? A Oh, there

was plenty of ,it. ,They were like cats and dogs years ago,

they fought ejch other all the time~-

Q This was before the association-- A --before

1957, that's right.. In fact, they even went into each other's

towns.

Q By tlyears ago, n how many years ago would that be?

A I mean, before 1957 ..

Q Before the asso~iatlon7 A Before the associationo

Q Di d S1 gnore 11 e' e vel" ask you to take any act! on" in tha t

regard? A Welt, the only time when CushRoselle came to

Denville to secure a permit to solicit customers in Denville,

Mike 51 gnore lie came over to my route and picked me up and had

~ go over to the Town Hall and threaten Cushie Rose lIe •

.~ Q Had you do it~ A Yas,'he had me do it.

Q Mly were you selected? A Well', I was running the

job and I guess I was hi s s, tron g-arm boy the re a t the time.

Q Well, what did Mike Signorelle tell you to do?

A He told 'me to get ahold of Cushie and tell himhe 9 d better

not come into Denv! lIe or it woul d be just too 1:a ct.. So I

waited for him outside the Town Hall and when he came out~ I

asked hIm if I could sit in his car with him, and we did, and

I told him he Yd better not come, into Denv! lIe. I mean, I

to 1d him that today 1 1 m in a good mood and I'm just telling

you in a nice way not to use that permit, and I says, "I'll

be waiting for your trucks when they enter this town." This

was in t 54, though.

Q And what did Cush Roselle say? A Well, he sa.id

that his father used force on a man one time and it c'ost him

a lot of money, and from then on they decided they were g.6ing
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· .. A . No,

No, he comes

Ye s. In

A

A

And everything wasA

And then I received a

Main Street, West Orange.

Yeah, well around August.

And you took a deposit from

Last year.

A

A

Did he ever come up to that area again?

Any other area in Morris County?

From ~est Orange.

He gave you a de pos it.

you had negotiations with him?

Then what happened?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

perm i t to so 1 i cit a s top in De n vi 11 e .

stuff. Hets always at those--

to let the other guys use the force. ~ut h~ never used that

he never did as far as I know; that is, in Denville.

Q Now, since youse~ up your own business, Union Hill,

have you tried at any time to negoti ate for·the sale of that

Q Letts stick with the first one. Who was the first one?

spective buyers, and each time--

~oundthe lakes, Lake Parsippany, you know, bidding and all that

business? A Yes; I did, I tried to- when I saw how the

c\dS were stacked against me, 1 was alone, 1 decided that may­

be it would be best if I got out of the business, so I decided

to try something different and sell my route. I had two pro-,

A Anthony Bruno from West Orange.

going along fine--

fact, he gave me a deposit on the business~

Q When was th is? A

Q The fall of 19587 A

Q Around August of 1958 •

him? A Yes, I did.

phone call from him about a week later. His son-in-law was

running the rou tewi th me that week, and I rece! ved a call

from this Tony Bruno telling me·to go rush down to his house

.1



sorts of things and he thought if-~

physical, but his two goons stopped the son-In-law that was with

because Mike Signo.rel1ewas there and threatened hIm with all

NotAWas there any threat of physical force?Q

and drive him right out of btisiness if he bought it.

Q We 11, what do you mean by all sorts of things?

A He threatened that herd send 20 trucks and 40 men up there

me and forced him off the road, thi s Spagnolla and Facciponti.

'hey forced th is All en Haines--

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Now wait a minute. Everybody in .thisroom doesn't

know what counsel and thewl tness know, and I think you ought to

We 11 , - .

We haveA

They still do.

A .They are

A

Well, Facciponti andA

Spagnola. - S-p-a-g-n-o-l-a.

They still are.A

MR. GROSS:

We canrt follow you.

How do you spell it for the record?

And they were his strong-arm boys?

And they worked for Signorel1e?

They are.

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

give us a little explanation of wha:t you have just described as

Q As 1 understand it, Signorelle told this fellow that

THE WITNESS: . Thatis right. And Facciponti
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two goons. I mean, the wi tness has described them.·' A

it, don r t we ?

Spagnol a are the two men tha t run the jobs up there.

is f-a~c-c-i-p-o-n-t-l.

right now.

if he purchased your business he would send 20 trucks up with

BY SENATOR JONES:

men so as to absolutely drive him out of business?



A Th a t t sri gh t.

Q. And in addition to that, he sentSpagnola-arld F8,qc-ipontl-

he sent those two fellows who were strong-arm men to see whom?

law, who was running the route.

Q O.K. I t was the purchaser 1 s son-in-l aw who was breaking

A To ge.t this Allen Haines. Tha twas A~thonyBrunols son~~n-.

Tha tis I" i gh t .Ain on th~ businesa and on your route?

And what did the two goons say to Allen Haines?

knew what was good for him, and he would be sor ryand all that,
. -". . ...

and then they said that they could let that town go contract:

time they wanted to, that he would lose all his money, and

they cooled him off about buying the business, so the n~go~

tiations fell through.

BY MR. GROSS:

Q You say they ran a trUCk? A . Yeah, the Bruno's

truck doV/Il to a certain gas station, he would give them a

Q Now, when you wen t down to Bruno's house .. and

Not Bruno's house.A

they were going to use that on the business because I just

even purchased a Garwood loader for $2,000, ~ used one, and

had an open truck, and Michael Signorellecalled them up,

called Bruno up and told him that if they would bring the

they dropped negotiations for buying the business, so Bruno

told them that that was impossible because I had made arrange-

certified check for the full amount of that truck as long-as

the Load-Packer, which I did.

ments with him that if he didn't buy the business I was to buy
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Signorelle was there, what happened?

Signorelle had left Bruno's house.



second; I'm all mixed up. Larfy Zaccardi is his kid brother.

One

I gave him

A

The de a1 fell

A

A

About 30, I

The second deal was

A

A

What's his first name?

A· Ye-$ ..

You can' t recall hfs first

I have to think for a

For his brother.

That was-

A

A r And Bruno an~ hi~ wif~ told me

A

SENATOR JONES:

THE WI TNE55:

THE WI TNESS: I ':rot ry ing to th i nk, Senator.

SENATOR JONES: You call him doctor, what

SENATOR JONES: And he was going to buy

THE WITNESS: He's a Medical Doctor.

THE WI TNESS:

SENATOR JONES:

minute.

name?

was he a doctor of?

your garbage route?

Well, what happened to the deal?

Did you give him the deposit back?

When was that?

What was the second deal?

Oh he had left.. ,

Is that Z-a~c-c~a-r-d-i?

How old is his kid brother?

Do you know what his brother's name is?

Where is he from?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q
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Q

Q

'-

Q

Q

everything that he ha.d said and how he had raved like a maniac.

the deposit back and purchased the truck from him, from Bruno.

through. That was the first deal.

With a Dr. Zaccardi from East Orange.

imagine; about 29 or 30.

Avenue, East Orange.

Q Did you have conversations with theZuccaidi's?



Mike S i gnore 11 ego t wind of that an d went down - ca 11 e d

Tha twas

Yes, a $1,000A

A

During-that-trial- peA

Yes.A

. the f 011 owi n g month.

About what period of time was that?

19587

Then what happened?

And Larry Zuccardi started a 2-week trial period?

Q

Q

Q

Q

with me for 2 weeks.

September,

~ The Zaccard irs gave you a depos it?

deposit.

A That's right.

A Yes, I did. In fact, they also later on gave me a deposit

and Larry Zuccardi came to learn the route with me. I had

know? And he had Dr. Zucca I'd i so sc ared -- when I wa1 ked in

He sureA

Yes, the shadow.A

He's a shadow of quite some substance.

Whots this? The shadow?Q

Q

in the inner office with him; the door was ajar, and he was
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raving on and on about how he was 9 oing:- to send a fleet of

Dr. Zuccardi and went doVJ!1 to his offIce and arranged a meeting)

BY SENATOR JONES:

and Dr. Zuccardi cslled me ~nd told me--

trucks up there andctrive him out of business. It was always

when I got to Dr .. Zuccardif-s office, Michael Signorelle was

the same thing, using force to overcome the little guy, you

is. Wait until you find out. So finally, Dr. Zuccardi called

me and told me that Michael Signorel1e vias gofrigthereaf

4 o'clock at his office, so I left Denville and went down and

and he backed Oll t of the office and went away, Then I tried-'"

I threatened Mike with everything. I called him every vile

name under the sun, asked him to fl ghf andhe:woul drift -fight,



1startedta 1king t 0 Dr. Zu c cardian d he d i dn' t wan t to have

anything. to do with it. He said, fiNo, sir. BOY,when< I see

trouble like that, I'm going to stay cle'a"r6:t itatl.-n -So

that deal fell through~ And thatis about the size of It.

Q lie apparen t ly was a sh adow. A Yeah. So fin ally

0 What did he call you? A What did who call me?, -0 What did the shadow call you at that mee ting in the
~

doctor's office? A He wouldn't call me anything; he

wouldn't say a word, because he knew better.

Q Are you bigger than he is? A I don't weigh as

much but I'm a little taller than he is.

o But you called him some names? A I sure did.

ltd never repeat them here:

1 tV s

Not here"

A

A

Yes, I did,A

Well, 1 have ReactionA

On Far d Road, Den v i lIe.

A bid Job.

A

A

A Yes, I do.

You wou 1 dnt t wan t to repe at them. het~}

Whe re are those stops?

Reaction Motors - what is that, a plant?

At what address?

I t Y s a bid job?

And did you bid on that job?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Do you have any stops or - industri a1 pickups in Morri s

O~

I cou 1dn" t. When 1 say the vi lest names the t you can call a

person, that's exactly what I called him.

County?

BY MR o GROSS:

a bIg P I an t , i n dus t ria I plan t .

Motors in Denville. Thatrs a bid job; we both bid on that

and 1 ---

They make missiles.

asked far bids, this company, until Slgnarel1e Y s price got so

exorbitant that they couldn't stand it.



~ . What was Signorelle1s price? A Well, they jumped

from $175 a month to $250 a month, arid then $500 a month.

Q Wh a t ye arwas this? A This was in 1957. So. that·

when he jumped to $500 a month, they started to look arquIld.~or

bl4s, and they found my number and called me and aske~ us all

to put in bids, but it eventually turned out

put a bid in, him and IG

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q What was the company and what town? A. This is

Denville, Union Hill Disposal Company and Denville Disposal put

in bids for the job.

Q And who did yo u pu t a bi d in to? A To the Reaction

Motors, Incorporated.

BY MR G GROSS:

Q You were Union Hill, and Denville Disposal was Mike.;.._< .......

Q You had the low price of $200 when Signore lIe was

figure.

A I doni t

Last year.

At $200 a month.

A

A

Yes, he called me up and threatened
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A

Th a it' sri ght •A

At what price?

When was tha t?

Q

Q

Q Has there been any conflict between you and Signorelle

Q And you put bids in. What happened at the bidding?

Si gno re 11 e?

the job.

A Well, at the bidding I was the low bidder and I was awarded

previously doing the job for $500 a month?

think he got $500 a month; he asked for $500 a month; he had

previously got $250 a month up to the time he doubled the

as a result of that?

my life.



It's recorded wIth the DenvIlle Police Department, but

BY MR. GROSS:

He sal d,A

We 11, I d I dn' t

th

A

La te ron, heA

I'm tryIng to thin]{, Senator,

He' was going to ki 11 me.

A

A

He called up on the phone and. threatene.d f6 krrl'A·

Wha t month?

An d s a I d, tt Th i sis Mike Sign0 r e 11 e It ?

Kill you?

Did he suggest any means?

You mean, waiting to get killed?

Q

Q

Q

Q

BY SENATOR JONES:

he say?

Q

me.

"I'll get a bat and It 11 hit you on the head
•••••• , •••••• , ••• -0 •. , ••••.••••• , .... ,;••••••••••••••••, •••••••• , •••

told me that he was going to kill me.

UThi sis Mike Si gno re 11 e, and wha t the hell did you do with the

job over there; you kIlled th'e job U and all that stUff,. and he

Q Now, was there a Camarata. connected wi th that job?

ago.

canf. t think of the month, but it happened just about a year

did show up and he knocked behind this Acme store I was doing

t hat stu f f . Fo I" th e fir s t five 0 I" ten minu te she k e p t ~epeatin g

that he was going to kill me. So I told him thi' next morning

where I'd be at specIfied times and I told him if he care;d to

fear him, you know~ I told him where ltd be at each specified

Q Now when you say he threatened your life,what did

hour anyway the next day, and he never showed up, but Facciponti

meet me I'd be waiting for him. He never showed up.

and started trying to pacify things, and I was too upset and

I told him to go over to a certain place and get th~ shadow

and bring him back if he thought he was going to kill anybody,

but they never come over.

A Yes, this Camarata is an attorney. That was Br-unois



and coercion that Signorelle was pulling on his client.

attorney; that was how he got {nvolved in this intImidation,

William J.

C-a-m-a-r -a-t -a,AHow do you spell Camarata?Q

Q Of what town? A Montclair. Orange Road,

contacted his attorney and Camarata called me down to his office

Mon tc 1ai 1"0

Q Now, h ow did he come into thJ.$.'~;:_}~;F,:~t:~,reIl~':~::~:.T~::·;~,~'_,::~e:Jl·

was Anthony Bruno.' sat torney. He was negbt fating these-fa'when

this Signorelle showed up with a threat, and of course Bruno

and wanted to know what it was all ab9ut;and then I showed him

a contract, which he still possesses, betw~en Sigriorelle ~n~I

when we broke our partnership. And Camarata i s opinion was that

was ,the biggest crook he ever saw in all his: years of ,Jaw

pract ice. He compe 11 e d me to sign that,· ~nd that Wa.,s the third

set of contract he had drawn up.

A Yes, I did.

I twasA

A' Tha t was in the Unfon

No, that was all private,A

How we re you comp'elled to sign it?

Where was that business?

An industrial job?

Q

Q

Q
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Q Did you invest your own money in that job?

the last transaction I made with him, and I insisted then at

that time that we sign a contract that we"were;··par·tners.in it,

either that or get nothing. I mean, when we split up. There

was a little route which we purchased together, and that was

not like the other deals previous to that, so we signed on that

and it was just a little business of $1100 a month e

Hill section of Denville.

and a couple of commercial--



Q And what happened when you parted company?

That was v57.

had the Rockaway contract, which was still running at that time.

But we sti 11A

When we parted company, we partedA

He took half of the private work.Q

get your mOney back? .

sp 1 it.

Q Now, have you had any conversations ·withSrghOrelle

that .$1100·a month, split it two ways. He tookd $550 a month

and I took $550, and that was all I had to work on after the

since that threat to kill you? A Yes, when I met him at

Dr. Zuccardivs office.

Any conversati ons wi th him sin: e that time?

Q That was after?

Q

A Th a twa.s aft e'r ..

A No,
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Ernest.

A

A

247 Eppirt Street,

Facciponti lives in

Lo~is.

A

In East Orange. Wait a

A

A

A

Well, I mean, everyday businessA

E-p-p-i-r-t.

What's Spagnolars first name?

Any conve rsa t ions wi th Sp a gnolai'-:·>

Where does he live?

Where does Signore lIe live?

What about Facciponti?

What's his first name?

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

he seems to evade me.

Q Wha t were these conve rs at ions wi th Spagno 1 a that

always have conversat ions with Spagnola.

BY SENATOR JONES:

to Orange. Sorry. He lIves on Essex Avenue, O>range>.

minute, let's see. No, he lives in Orange now, he just moved

Church Street, South Orange.

BY MR. GROSS:

that come up like when I took Reaction Motors from him, he

E a s t Or an ge .

you're talking about?



A Yes.

In fact, at that timeA

Well, he had Lincoln Park, I kribWJ

Thi swas . for' i95B-,·~;we:we!"'e going to

A

A

Did 17A

Yes, .1 did, with Sammy. Sam Miele.A

bu t no tin 0 u rare a ..

And Sam Miele was Angelo Mielets son?

Where is Sam Miele from?

got another little job in Bergen County somewhere.

What are a?

But they do garbage contract collection and disposal?

Now you spoke to Angelo Mi e Ie' sson" What did he

Wha t year?

rest of his work is private.

Q Nothing aside from th~t?

Q Ye s. Have you had any convers a ti ons wi th AI).ge 10 Mie le~ s

Q

Q

Q

stuff like that, you know.

Q Now, have you had any conversations with any other
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and of course I didn i t even consider it.

you know, and he sa id he wan ted to buy i t for himself, and he

he was trying t6 negotiate to buy my business too, at the time

1 was trying to sell it.· . So he went down to see Mike about! t,

come back and offered me about one-third of what it was ~orth,

contI" ae to rs 7

son?

talking about bidding the Rockaway job together.

Q

A Yes,

Q

and hets

All the

Q

A Yes ~

Q

· called me all kinds of names and a rat for taking thB job and

say to you? When was this conversation that you had with him?

A Well, this happened in Sharkeyts dump one day, we were

bid it together for 1958~ So it was the latter part of r 57 when

this happened - October or November of 1957. And finally he



said that Mike Signorelle called him up' and told him that he

·heard he was g<?ing in wi th me on the Rockaway Borough job and

that if he wanted--his jobs protected, to layoff me and stay

away from me; then he called me to come down to hi shome and

told me hecouldnrt bother going in because it would mean a lot

of trouble for him.

Q So then that deal was off too. A That was all off

then.

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q In other words, as I understand it, Miele wanted togo

in business with you-- A On a contr:.act,. S,eTlator.

Q On a contract basis, and as soon as Signorelle hea~d

about it, SI gnorelle told Miele that if he went in business

wi th you he wou 1d come into Mi e 1e t s towns~- A He wou 1 dn 1 t

protect his jobs.

Q and he wouldn 1 t protect his Jobs any· long~r.·

A That's r i gh t.

BY MR. GROSS:

Q Now, was any men ti on made at· the t time of t.h~ East

Paterson job? A No. I don' t know what job Angelo Miele

had at that time, truthfully.

BY SENATOR JONES:

Q Do you know where he is now? You said Bergen County

and I t m cur i ous • . Do you know whe re he is now? A He has

a contract in Bergen County somewhere, ~know. I t~ s a small

job somewhere, I know.

Q Did he ever tell you anything about the Bergen

County job? A No, sir, he didn t t.

Q Do you know anything- about Miele on the Bergen County
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job? A

where.

No, sir.A

No, sir.A

Nothingabotlt "hands off lf the East Paterson job?.Q

the East Paterson Job?

Paterson Job?

A No, sir, he just said at that time that if he wanted his

job, whichever job they were talking about, I don' t know I

work, but I know he has a- contract over in Bergen County some-

don't know that much about it, I doni t,~r:~~,~c,<~~~,!;,)ob they

were referring to, but he said if he went in with-me on the

Q Did he say that Mike Signorelli told him something about

Q What is Angelo Mielets son t sfirstname again?

BY MR. GROSS:

A Sammy.

Q Now did Sam Miele tell you anything about the East

Q Did Sam Miele ever tell you that Mike Signorelle had

p romi sed "hands 0 ffff on the Eas t Pa te rso n job fo r the bene fit

Rockaway job not to look for protection onhis job.

I

I
:~

A No, sir.

Q You were never a member of the Associat ion, were you?

No, siroA

I saw him a couple ofA

He never mentioned the EastA

Yes. sir.
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A

Do you know Seratelli?

Did you ever attend any meetings?Q

-0

BY SENATOR JONES:

of another contractor?

Pate r son job tome a t a I I •

ciat i on , i s n f the?

times" I didnrt know him personal~y.

Q You didn't know him personally. Signorelle, from

what he told you, is a very important member of the Asso-



Q Have you heard Signore lIe

p r act ice s an d d i vi din9 up are a s an d

1 was in on all those.

Q You were in on all of that. Did Serratelli tell you .--

A Serratell i?

A That's right. Senator, these guys donit-want to teJlyou,

Every job is

in the State

A

Not--A

1 mean, they had it set up so that all the con~A

You·don't have to tell me that.

Q When you sCiY you were in on all that, what did you

Q

various tovvns?

mean?

but I'll tell you that there isn't a contract

tha t i sn' t pi gged. 1 wan t to te 11 you now, and I know that.

cheap, theyfd all get the right price.

Q And that was all by agreement before the bid,.w~·.snnt

the purpose of the organization was and how they worked the

Q No, 1 mean Signorelle" DidSl'grfore'lle tell you what

tractors would get the right price, what they considered.the

right price at the right town so that nobody would be working

And any contractor in here, 1 dare them to defy it, defy me.

ri gged long be fore it goes to the boards. They know it. Theyij re

1 n 1

Q And they divide up towns between thernand give

That l s right.

That~s one of the main purposesc

A

A

A Td~keep the little guy out, and the big

Q One of the main purposes 0 f the Gar hage Con tractors v

Q I understand. Now, tell me, was that the purpose of

just playing coy.

the Association?

Association.

Q Is that why you see your pattern of contractors

going outside their area for work so that they can give a

ones get bigger; that's exactly their principle.

complimentary bids?



complimentary bid in another town? - A Tha t' s 1"1 ght. If .ih?Y>

don t t get the recognition they want inth-eir-ownarea then

they go out in somebody e Ise' s area and buck somebo-dy else so

that they're quieted down. and they fall in line.

o We 11, tel 1 u s more. Te 11 us a r 1 th e th in9 s that

you've learned from Signorel1e in connection with the Association

and these' pract ice s in. the Stste. You apparent ly aren'.t afre id _

of these - fe llows. A Well , I'm not. I don t t fear any man

tha t ever wa lked. They know that too ..

Q All rIght. -Now, come on, we want you to tell us.

A I 'II .~.~l}_you exact1:y What, Senator. Serratell) started the

whole thing and. they know it~ I don t t· give a damn where he is;

he can be right around the corner from me.' He went oufahdhe

organ! zed labor' first, - then he organ ize.daLL these contractors

into an associatIon.

Q You mean, the hi 9 fe 11ows1 A The hi 9 guys. Then

he cont 1"0 11 ed all the dumps, _and he got a complete monopoly on

the entire industry, and after he did tha t he se t up Jobs,' and

they al 1; know it, and he set up Jobs 'f~)I" __ ~ certain contractor ­

ttthis is your jo·band thatts -yours, and you get-.the figure you

want on it ,It - and these 0 ther guys go in and gi ve compi imentary

bid~. And that's going on a1,1 over the State
. . -....-...... - -.":" '".

-0 ':And how long has -1 t been goihg,:·,:gif7;::"::::::';;'~::Jf:"

going on the 1ast. .three ye aI'S that I know of, and it's been

going on before that. _

Q And you have heard Si gnor? lIe talk about this on

frequent oecas! ons? . A Ya s; sir, and Ihe ar not only

51 gnore lIe but ·alfof -the rho

o You've -he ard them' all t a lk?A Yes, 51 r, they a 11

. J

I
I



talk and they all know what they're dotng,·-too. They're getting

away wit,h ito. And that's why I admire you, Senator, for what

you I' red0 i n g •

Q Thank youi thank you. Now, let me ask you this:

When they set a town and set a bid, the price is always either

and you get so much for I aying off the job~·

out - you 1 re going to get so much to put in a complimentary bid,

It iso It'sA

And these other guys allha.ng-_:~f9-~ndfor'theJl.and... -<··
::: .:>+~;.'::-::~~,::(:~>;,.;:-:~:,-~:~:.:.: ' ; ..;. :::~-:.:.; .".; -: -:.

ve ry hi 9h 0 r exc e s s i ve , i s n' tit?

Q And from your exper lence in the bus ine ss, you know that

the price tha t they se t has no relation to the cost of doing

the job; i sn' t that right? A That's right.
.- -

Q They don r t sit down and be compe tit i ve from the point

exorb'i tan t.

of view of what it's going to cost to make a fair profi t; they

sit down thereto give the town away to a specific contractor

correct.

Q Now, are you talking about money or are you talking

~ t toge th e I" and give them t I" au b I e Ii

A Thatt.s right, because they felt that we were all going to

- I

As long as they keep us small~

That we cou 1d' pass ib 1y ge t our own

Money .

A

That's correct.

. A

A

Q Then they wouldntt be able to control you any longer,

Q And they fel t that you'd be able to find a place to

Q And is that why the Contractors f Association was so
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about--

disturbed about the development of an independent association?

dump; right?

right?

they can~ call their cards the way they want them.

dump ,Ii ke - -



to knock us off until they get complete monopoly.

Q You don't think they're particularly concerned about

They dId a good job on him, too. And they'll continu~_~_

I
i

Q

right.

Is that ~hy they knocked off young Miele? A Tha tt s-

the developments and the attendantpubl icity that has·--·

A No, they're not even worried about you yet. Theyf-t'e not

going to be called back to the stand, as you know.

worried about your investigation yet.

You think th~t they are that br~zen?

You re

Yes, sir.A

They're st illA

I tt s rour o-'c I ock:-SENATOR JONES:

They are not worrying yet.Q

Q

laugh i ng.

Wh i Ie these ass i gnments

I d·idn't suggest last time -that Mr. Robert Hanley

County.

1 want to also suggest for the record what

that Albert L. lehel, a member of the bar, located

I want to state for the record and the press

going to make a s taternent. 1 have a few things I

want to say for the benefit of the record and the

the Committee and has been assigned to Middlesex

press.

at 1920 Highway 27, Edison, New Jersey, was today

appointed by the Coromi t tee as De pu ty eaunse 1 to

We are going to adjourn this hearing and we're

town, New Jersey.

the record indicate that Mr. Hanley is of the fir~

of Egan, O'Donnell & Hanley, 10parkPta.ce,M6Ft-rs~~};;-'~··~;'

has be en ass i gne d to Morr is Coun!y. Mr. Hanley is

sItting in with us today for the first time~ and let

I
i

I

I
I
I
I



·4•.,,-------------------------,;....-------------~-..........,.,..~:,:·p ",;;;,~?;
-~~;~;~~~~:

hampered and cri ppled for the want of adequate

hel p be caus e we are on a vol un te er bas is, these

work with the Committee will be not only in

specific sense but generally.

Also, in view of the fact that we are

that

All witnesses who have heretofore been sub-

hearings will be adjourned ri~ht now without~at~

so that the Committee and counsel and its investi-··

gation can be whipped intofurthe.r andaddi ff6'h'ar'"':ii'Y"";"'"

shape for future purposes.

poenaed or who have heretofore been subpoenaed

(A D J 0 URN E D
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O~·K. <the hear ing is

No, sir.

SENATOR JONES:

MR. HANLEY:

and testified are still under process of the

Mr. Hanley:

Committee and will be recalled.

That's all. Anything else, counsel?

adjourned.


